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Introduction

Since the early 17th century, the waters of Harrogate had been taken by locals and visitors to
the area. The chalybeate springs of High Harrogate were originally the more popular, but by the
middle of the 18th century doctors had discovered a satisfactory method of using the sulphur
wells of Low Harrogate for internal treatments and extended their use in baths. A separate
chalybeate spring was found, where the Royal Hall now stands, which effectively made it
independent of High Harrogate. The Pump Room was opened, a Promenade Room was built,
and the Valley Gardens were laid out. In total 87 springs arose within the town’s boundaries.

The first honorary secretary of the Harrogate Bath Hospital, Pickersgill Palliser, was a man of
many talents who in 1834 started to produce a list of “The Company at Harrogate” - a list of
visitors to the town and where they were staying. As time went on, he added information about
events, church services and advertisements, and by 1836 he realised that a newspaper had
evolved from the “List of Visitors” and he adopted the name The Harrogate Advertiser.
Entertainments for the visitors were soon brought into the town, and musical concerts in the
various grounds and bandstands became a daily feature, lasting through until Ww2.



Visitors to the town who arrived
for curative purposes were
encouraged to take part in various
activities, in addition to any
prescribed treatments, which
ranged from gentle walks in the
gardens, to more exhausting
tramps through the woods and
nearby “moors”, on return they
could relax to entertainments
provided by the town or the
various spa organisations,
consisting of concerts from the
local orchestra and bands, and
others e.g. pierrots and singing
groups.

HARROGATE
PIERROTS.

The Daily Routine

The basic recommended length for the "cure" was for a period of not less than three weeks for
"permanent benefit to be gained" and to be followed, in some instances, by a further visit to the
seaside. Visitors were also encouraged to take the waters and bathing treatments under
prescription.

7.00-8.00am Rise and visit Pump Room for first tumbler of water
7.00-8.15am Walk about, listening to the band

8.15am Take second tumbler of water

8.15-9.00am Listen to the band and if prescribed take third glass of water
9.00am Breakfast

10.00-11.00am

For some people it is advisable that they drive; either by omnibus, carriage,
or bath chair but the walk home can be advantageous if it can be
accomplished without undue fatigue. Care should be taken to avoid
exertion.

Morning paper or letter writing

11.00am Shopping/Walk/Listen to band/or Bath

11.30am Second visit to Pump Room

1.00pm Rest for half an hour

1.30pm Lunch to be followed by one hour of rest

Afternoon Driving, Walking, Cycling, Golfing or third visit to Pump Room. Afternoon
tea in Gardens listening to the band

7.00pm Dinner
Concert room

10.00pm Bed

For some patients, massage is better than exercise



Promotion of the town and its “cure”

Harrogate had to compete with similar spa towns in the UK and Europe, and it used various
advertising methods to draw patients and more casual visitors to it. One advantage it had was
that Knaresborough was nearby, with a range of additional attractions for visitors to the area.

As well as the newspaper and leaflet advertisements, the town also supported the production
and sale of picture postcards for visitors to send to friends and family, or to keep as souvenirs.
These only became common in the late 1890s and thereafter, the “golden age” being from 1895
to 1910.

Aside from the photographic or “landscape” style of postcard, which showed views of the town
and countryside, or scenes of buildings and streets, there were a large number of more
humorous cards which illustrated the “delights”, or otherwise, of the Harrogate experience.
Many of these featured aspects of “taking the waters” — mainly because of the unpleasant taste
and smell of the sulphurous springs — which in some cases were so bad they had to be doing
you some good!

One card even had the following poem on it, extolling the benefits of the well:

Harrogate — the Old Sulphur Well

Ye gracious gods defend us, “Take the bitter with the sweet”.
And never again send us, “Get it down”. “Enjoy the treat”
Though dear friends tickets lend us, Greet each other as we meet

For the Old Sulphur Well At the Old Sulphur Well

Youth and beauty here appear Stroll around while music charms
When the morning sun shines clear, All our direst first alarms,

Darby and his Joan dear Read the news of towns and farms
Grace the Old Sulphur Well Far from Old Sulphur Well

Kind spirits — all preserve us But, ye gods, the half hour’s bye,
From maidens who observe us Must we have another “try”?
While “hot and strong” they serve us Ten ounces more!! — then — Goodbye
From the Old Sulphur Well To you Old Sulphur Well

Here following are a selection of the cards and images which show the lighter side of Harrogate’s
cure culture, which sadly is no more, though you can still experience the waters at the town’s
Pump Museum — if you dare!

See also: Ellis, Norman — Drinking the Harrogate Waters — Picture Postcard Monthly —
December 2000, pp. 32-33



Welcome to the town

Various cards giving a general welcome to the town. The first few are prints from the very early
days when the spa was just establishing itself, and before the mass arrival of visitors due to the
coming of the railways.




Iy

12
7

=







mu:mmmnmnnmmmmmmnﬁ]u

N L
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We are “going
the pale” at HARROGI\TE




What! Come Home? After the treatment
Not likely, when I'm at at HARROGATE.
HARROGATE. - |
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I am
thinking

of You

parrogate.
Dear
J’ve had a Ripping Cime.
HNave just gol

left, and my Return (alf

So J’m coming Home.

Yours,




Just a Sprig of Heather
to wish you the Pest

)

Luck.

“1 AM HAVING A MITY FINE TIME!"
_AT HARROGATE.
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AND LOTS OF LOVELY VIEWS FROM  gipuoeare



.. Midland Railway.

Direet Route to Yorkshire Watering Plaves.

HARROGATE.

» THE OLD SULPHUR WELL <»

Ye gracious ¢ods defend us
And never again send us,
Though dear frends tickets lend us
For the G Sulphur Well,

YouTtn and BrauTy Rere appear
When the morning sun shines clear,
DArBY and his JoAN dear

Grace the G} Sulphur We

Kind spirits all—preserve us

From maidens who observe us

While **Hot and Strong'’ they serve us
From the Gl Sulphur Well

“Take the bitter wjth the sweet "
“Get it down"—" Enjoy a treat”
Greet each otfier as we meet

At the G Sulphur Well.

Stroll around while music charms
All our direst first alarms,
Read the news of towns and farms

Far from G Sulpfur Well
But, ye §o0ds, the half four's bye,

MusT we have another *'try" 9
‘Cen ounces more | l—then—Goodbye

To you, O Sulphur Well.
JOB.
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Various images of a colourful nature

A selection of cards of a general nature extolling the virtues or otherwise of Harrogate
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WATERS ? MY GOOD SIR,
CERTAINLY NoT ! )

COME HERE BECAUSE
| LIKE THE TOwWN !\)

TAKING THE WATERS

DRINKIT UP! ITLL DO YOU GOOD DEARIE Y



TAKING THE WATERS
AV, AM'M TAKKIN'A'1 WANT - FREE]
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TAKING THE WATE -
/ ‘:Wl ARE TAKING THINGS QUITE lA_tILY'

AH - MINE

TAKING THE WATERS SAYS ITS FINE

MY DOCTOR

ALBERT -
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J 3

PHEW ! ‘
TAKING THE WATERS = 7%e ‘ALz purpose “"cure.
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THIS IS AS BAD AS O

"OH NO, OUR PLACE |

*Yes, old man, the wife has gone to
Harrogate for her Kidneys.”’

*“Good gracious! However did she
manage to leave ’em there ? ”’

Just had Three-pennyworth of -Nisery.



Befare taking the waters at Harrogare.
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After taking the waters at Harrogate.
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Various images of a monochrome nature

A few hand-drawn cards
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To cure poor devils who don't care to die.




An Satan was fiying over Harrogaio Well,
His senses were charmed with the beat and the
1

1 don't know in what regio:

DId Hetty called after him, * Satan, I say,
in mighty pleased with your jousaey tot

ull Tve dove and well both go to-
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SATAN PASSING OVER HARROGATE WELLS. i
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[t touches the spot.

She:

“ Pardon me ! but cibnthey drink it
cold or hot? "

He: ‘It don't matter which way, mum, as

it always touches the spot.”
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HARROGA :
Ldtle gt "MAMMY, DAPDY JAYS HE'S GOING TO POSON HIMSFLF"
Mammy . "IT5 ALL RIGHT DEAR, HE'S ONLY GOING

70 TAKE HIS DOSE OF THE WATERS.'

SPAWINC AT HARROGATE, X VT
The Needle Bath, v

_ THL S3CENDING DOUCHE. ‘
“Now St please vo Yake w Seat here,

What he went lor—.md what he- got.



SPAWING AT HARROCATE.
BEFORE taking the Waters!
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HARQOGATL
CQTAIN _Cuat CORPULEMCY, (POR T crimiamas
Skl lady RATHER COOL TOPAY, 15 IT NOT
Chavrmant (aalh'feng)  RATHEQ Y MUM

NOT TAKING
THE HARRDGATE WATERS.
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TOO TIRED.

Uere sits » wozzan who wan alwiys tired:
She Ines 10 a howe when mo work 1s reqaired
Her fnends Jare oa carth keow well where she v geng,
Where wizhing 10t done =06 swi] ot sewing,
Bzt everytlung there wall be et to wiabes, *
For whore there's no <alz=g, theres no washiog ol dshes;
e wil fo whete Jood anthems will be
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She'll bo bappy dong pahing foc exer and ever.
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Drinking the waters at Harrogate

A series of six images of two men deciding whether to sample the Pump Room’s offering

1—'* Does it taste 7 '
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DRINKING THE WATERS AT HARROGATE.




5—** Nothing when you're used to it!"”




Harrogate Waters series

A series of six images of a toddler finding out just what the water tastes like

NO Q. HARROGATE WATERS SERIES,

MARK CMTEHELL ¥ v, PARROGATE .
L et Two tickets for sulphur please
Will you sulphur with me? J purp




% Poom
waar & moac !

o MEY MARADGATE WATERE SERIER
P L ML ¥ AR LA

Oh phew, what a smell!

N°4. HARROGATE WATERS SERIES

Well, good health!
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I don't see what there is No second glass for me!
to laugh about




Various photographic cards

1. Harrogate —** Preparing the Waters.”
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Lance Thackeray - split images

Thackeray (1869-1916) featured aspects of life at the Harrogate Spa. Each card has a small panel
with an associated image, usually following on in some respect to the main picture.

Driph it Daddy, //ike fo see youryace.  am
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It’s high time to start taking the waters For better or for worse




TAKING THE WATERS
g A First Atfempf.

;
TR e
A first attempt

TAKING THE WATERS
My First Glasa.
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TAKING THE WATERS.
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A Ticket for afiiena.
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A ticket for a frieﬁd |

My first glass



5 i TAKING THE WATERS
Take ¥ away.

TAKING THE WATERS
The Firaf Glagy

TANING THE WATERS
Some of he Viailory.

Some of the visitors The first glass



: Three of Ingf.’;.
Three of Irish

s - . / TAKING THE WATERS
. TAKING THE WATERS {lakir any, By e Doctors Ordexs.

A Case_yorihe SPCA.

P = roar

A case for the S.P.C.A. By the Doctor’s orders



[ TR TAKING THE WATEKS
C‘omparioy Nofes.

Comparing notes

ENT! TAKING THE WATERE  TAKING THE WATERS. .
RO, | hopago ayes locking
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g W&af dewf/}i)ﬁ s/:gf

I hope no one’s looking What devilish stuffis this?



TAKING THE WATERS

Resigned.

Resigned

| TAKING THE WATERS
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TAKING THE WATERS

Plogeng - TER An early Copstitutional.
An early constitutional




Taking the waters



Far from the Sulphur Well

Looking after Ma

Ht Harrogate. Livking after Ina
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Cats - by Violet Roberts & others

Violet Roberts was an Edwardian postcard artist who lived in Hull, and later Beverley. Her
charming illustrations presented an array of quirky creatures that adopted personalities from
all walks of life. Cats seemed to feature on her Harrogate illustrations, a subject which was also
used by others, also shown here, including Clarice Firth, E.M. Gravely and A. Leuba. Another
lover of feline images was Louis Wain (see the next section)
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TANING THE WATERS AT HARROZATELS

I came to Harrogate like this
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What have I done to deserve this?
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Oh the taste!

" Joys of Harrogate — drinking sulphur water
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No nearer my dear, I can smell it from here
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It is dangerous to tease a Sulphur patient




- AT HARROCGATE

We are busy... at Harrogate
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Thanks for your sympathy
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Bother! Sulphur again!

Great Scott! It’s after 7 o’clock!
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What, all that!

It wasn’t Sulphur Water!
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Dear me! Sulphur water again
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More of Harrogate sulphur water
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Great Scott! What a smell!
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Off to the Sulphur Well
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Off to the Sulphur Well



Going for his first glass
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Cats - by Louis Wain

Louis Wain was an artist best known for his drawings, which consistently featured anthropomorphised large-
eyed cats and kittens. A number of his works were used to illustrate aspects of the “taking of the waters” at

Harrogate and other spas.
There are two of his “Kissingen” pictures below, both of which were posted from Harrogate, one even with

“Harrogate” written over the printed Kissingen.
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Be brave dear, it’s all for your own good You'll like it better as you go on, dear!




Down it!

" A Sermon on Sulphur cgu'osWo.

A Sermon on Sulphur
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Fit for anything! Here’s health!
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Between Drinks

Between drinks



Idon’t think!

ey
AR

A kiNE OF SULPHUR@RS

t'guis-w&m . ;
A line of Sulphurers
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" NO MORE SULPHUR TO-DAY !
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No more sulphur today!
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I thlnk T've had enough!




O# that this too, too solid
f/es/l would melt

SHAKESPEARE

" Oh that this too, too solid flesh would melt

A "‘Vom, The Kissingen Wink
The Kissingen Wink
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Three of Kissingen [Harrogate]
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THE HARROGATE CURE.

The musical stage of the cure.



Railway and other posters

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY

JARROGATE

BRITAIN'S P
HEALTH./

FREE DROCHURE

rROM
- 5 F.J.C.BROOME
“‘J‘I-- CENERAL MANACER

For Particulars of TRAIN SERVICE,
see TIME TABLES.




Free Brochure, etc., from F. J. C. BROOME
HARROGATE

New Guide Free From F.J.C.Broome .Har'rovgate
or any L'N‘E‘R EnqQuiry OFffice
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GUIDE FREE FROM PUBLICITY MANAGER, HARROGATE
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Train services and fares from stations, offices and agencies
=

GUIDE FREE FROM PUBLICITY MANAGER, HARROGATE

Train services and fares from (@ELINBEEVIIRVTNERY stations, offices and agencies

H AIT'SRQ§CK9 g &LT E

FREE GUIDE FROM F. J. C. BROOME, ROYAL BATHS, HARROGATE, OR ANY L-N-E-R OFFICE OR AGENCY




HARROGATE
W Spa

Tourist. Period. Excursion and Week-end Tickets by

LM S

GUIDE FREE FROM PUBLICITY MANAGER, HARROGATE
Train services and fares from stations, offices and agencies



THE

ROYAL HALL

HARROGATE

THE NATION'S PREMIER RESORT

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE on reguert from WP Baxter: Publicity Manager, Kosogite

HARROGAT B

@> HARROGATE @&

ITS QUICKER BY RAIL




HARROGATE

YORKSHIRE

LONDON AND NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
OF ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND

e

THE ROYAL BATHS

HARROGATE

FREE GUIDE FROM PUBLICITY MANAGER ROYAL BATHS HARROGATE OR ANY L' N E R OFFICE OR AGENCY



LONDON & NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

LIMITED TRAIN
Between KING’S CROSS (London) and

LEEDS in 3! hrs. HARROGATE 4 hrs. RIPON 4! hrs.
Also DARLINGTON and NEWCASTLE

HARROGATE

A PULLMAN TRAIN

FIRST&THIRD CLASS PULLMAN CARS ONCY
LONDON & NORTH FASTERN RAILWAY.

DAILY (SUNDAYS EXCEPTED)

¥ un\‘ x n.nn\ FROM HARROGATE

l\lﬁc‘ (ll)ll ser 1150w HANROGATE ser. [LISam |
Le ann. 2400w LEEDS or AT |
nAIllocAn: ann 308 rw KING'S CROSS ama. 318 »m
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SEA srﬂooxro IN/ADYANC AT, o [
THE NG OFFICES ™ ”—* s
-‘KIINO‘S CROSS i ’
- HARROGATE y

LEEDS,

CAR SUPPLEMENTS IN EACH DIRECTION
FIRST.CLASS 76
THIRD CLASS 4~

THE
BRITISH SPA

FREE BROCHURE FROM FJ C BROOME HARROGATE OR ANY L'N-ER AGENCY



Famous ..
for over
70 years.

Patronised
by HM

HARROGATE
TOFFEE
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HARROGATE

THE ROYAL PUMP ROOM

L'N‘E'R HARROGATE ==ifisn

FREE BROCHURE FROM FJ.CBROOME HARROGATE OR ANY LNER AGENCY




HARROGQTE

100 YEARS AGO TAKING THE WATERS

HARROGATE LNEr

Free Brochure from F.J.C.Broome Harrogate or any L.N.E.R Agency
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HARROGATE

ITS QUICKER BY RAIL






THE ROYAL MALL [ i
Harro jate LNER
Come for Health Stay for Pleasure

BROOME HARROCATE OR ANY L'N'E'R ACGENCY

FREE BROCHURE FROM » J . cC

HARROGATE




HARRO GATE




