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Scapegoat Hill Brass Band was said to have been founded in 1854, but while the 
founder, James Haigh, did begin to teach various pupils to play brass instruments in 
1854, it was not until 1859 that he formed a band with the pupils. Another report 
states that Haigh recruited five friends to form the band, and of the six original 
members, only Haigh could actually play an instrument. 
 
Nevertheless, the Band celebrated 1854 as its founding date and commemorated 
their centenary (in 1954) and 125th anniversary (in 1979) with a range of events and 
souvenir history booklets. Scans of relevant parts of these two publications are given 
below. I have excluded the many contemporary local advertisements, recipes and 
quotations which padded the volumes out! 
 
A few facts not covered in the two histories below.  
 

• The Band’s conductor was Shaw Singleton in 1888-1894.  

• The secretary & solo euphonium player was Oliver France in 1905 (he died in 
September 1906, aged 25) 

• Ephraim Whitwam was bandmaster from the early 1900’s through to 1921, 
though it was reported that he stood down in 1914, taking up a playing 
position instead. 

• Seth Ainby was the solo trombone player and Ambrose Ainley, secretary, in 
1910 



 
Scapegoat Hill Band – 1950’s 

 

• On the Band’s 75th anniversary in 1929 it played on BBC radio - probably the 
first people from the village to appear on air. 

• It was still active in 1986, though it probably disbanded very shortly 
thereafter. 

• 1980 saw the birth of Vintage Brass - a band originally consisting of members 
of the Scapegoat Hill Band.  

• The Band competed in the Junior Shield in 1962, conducted by Frank Gledhill 
and achieved the National Finals in 1962 (4th Section) and 1964 (3rd Section).  

• The Band appeared in Where There’s Brass – a Yorkshire Television 
documentary in 1969… A brass band player emerges from J Findley, Joiners, Builder 
and Funeral Directors in Holmfirth.  Other band members make their way in the snow and 
meet up at Scapegoat Hill Working Men’s Club.  Here the conductor oversees a practice 
session. A couple of children come running out of E. Green newsagents on the corner of Long 
Moor Road, and we see various parts of the village of Golcar.  A pram stands outside G S 
Gee butchers.  It is stated that Scapegoat Hill Brass Band are in debt, and that they have 
offered to sell their band room to pay this off.  They are then seen in winter playing outside 
the Working Men’s Club, while supporters go around inside, as patrons are drinking, 
collecting for the band.  A band member is interviewed, and children play in the snow in a 
school playground.  Inside the school children are being taught to play brass 
instruments.  Next, we see Scapegoat Hill Brass band getting onto a coach and driving 
through Yorkshire to a competition, overtaking two other coaches carrying brass bands as 
they do so. 

• Local artist and children's illustrator Lauren Lister worked with people, at 
Huddersfield Library in April 2018, to create a new picture book telling the 
tale of the Scapegoat Hill Band. Participants enjoyed a day of creativity, 
exploring archives for inspiration, recreating the band's music, and creating 
words and images that Lauren brought together to create a book that would be 
shared at story times.  

 



The known contest record of the Band can be found at: 
 

https://brassbandresults.co.uk/bands/scape-goat-hill/ 
 
At one time the band had attended a musical competition and was successful in 
gaining first prize. Celebrations followed and the band returned home to the village. 
Not wanting to disturb the residents, they removed their boots and tip-toed along. 
However, they continued to play their instruments at full blast! In a Huddersfield 
Examiner article of 11 June 1938, this legend is similarly described by James Walton, 
with the added detail that the band was playing 'See the Conquering Hero Comes' as 
they tip-toed. This anecdote is preserved in a painting by Charles Reginald Napier in 
1940. 
 

 
Scapegoat Hill Brass Band - Charles Reginald Napier, 1940 

 
 
Further information: 
 

• Anon - Scapegoat Hill Silver Prize Band Centenary Celebrations - September 11th & 
12th 1954 - Souvenir Handbook - Alfred Jubb & Sons, Huddersfield, 1954 

• Anon - Scape Band 125th Anniversary 1854-1979: a souvenir brochure to 
commemorate the 125th Anniversary of Scapegoat Hill Band – Huddersfield, 1980 

 






















































