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THE INSPIRATION OF A CENTURY

%TEP by step with the rise ot the Brass Band Mavement tram its tenuols beginnings
—~" over a century ago, through the evolution of its Instrumentation to its modern

shape and torm, it is the Brass Band Contest which has measured ever-mounting
techrizal standards of performance and interpretation

The lessons hard-learned by one generation have passed on to the next  in the
transition, local methods of bandirg have retained their character and individuality,
thaugh the pattern of national usage stself has widened and broadened.  So it s ro-day
that, against a background of virtually a century's fraditions of brass band contests here
at Belle Vue, Manchester, will be set the styles and distinctive features of 55 bands,
each making its contrasting bid for the "Daily Herald" Mational Brass Band Championship
of Great Britain, 2

Among them will be at least two who celebrate this year a hundred years' history—
Aldbourne Silver Band, from Wiltshire, and Shildon British Railways Band, from Caounty
Durham—while less than a decade their junior in formation is the Colwyn Town Band,
trom Denbighshire. For long, too, bands have played their deep and integral part in village
commurity life, exemplified 1o-day by such bands as Croy Parish, near Clasgow, which has
sallied forth from its home district ot 200 houses in search of mare than a local reputation,
while Tadley Silver Band, trom Hampshire, carries the hopes of its wvillage with its some
200 nhabitants. In their bandroom these Tadley bandsmen still rehearse by the light of
oil lamps but, like the other bands competing this Saturday which Hourish in the rural
argas, their present musicianship 1% enlightened by the experience of their torebears,

This cantinuity is reflected in other ways by the village band of Hoo Siver from
Kent. With 23 of its members related, ro other band has so far bettered its claim ta be
Eritain's biggest “family band".  Pillowell Silver Band, from Gloucestershire, numbers
among its members four descendants of the Bandmaster, Mr Tom James, who originally
tounded the band almost &0 years ago, Another aspect of it is the tried veteran element
contributing invaluably to the mavement, represented by two Tl-vear-old Bandmasters
leading their teams fto-day—Owen Pentelow, of Raunds Temperance Band, from
Marthamplonshire, and Charles Shutt, of Cockerton Silver Band, from County Durham
Yet anather is expressed by the sight of up-and.coming youngsters playing side by side
with the many cantesting veterans in the three Mational Championship sections Here
they are developing their crafr under the steadying intluence of already practised hands.

At the same time, the "Daily Herald” Open junior Brass Band Championship has giver
the under-eighteens the opportunity to match their skill against each ather, in their cwn
distinct event which has captured their intérest and enthusiasm.  Anather stern test faces
the redoubtable Besses Boys' Bard which after its hat-trick in 1945-6-7 returned to win
the Junior title again last year. Whether the band will retain its unbeaten record has a
particular interest for Manchester, for the home of the Besses Boys' Band is in Whitefield

It is in keeping with the high regard and affection so long shown towards the brass
band contest by this great city that it is being honoured by the presence of its Lord Mayor,
who will present the prizes to the winning bands. We are also honoured again by the
presence of Mr. John Henry lles, O.BE, who founded the Maticnal Band Festival at the
Crystal Palace in 1500

To-day's absarbing championships, at which the separate strands of banding from
Englard, Scotland and Wales have been gathered together, provide a composite picture of a
massive Mational Movement ar play. |t is on merit that the carnpetitors have wan their
way fo these Mational Finals The fine guality uf their performance, refreshed and
cuickened since the war by the Mational Brass Band Championships under the sponsorship
of the "Daily Herald", pays tribute to the stimulus of these Championships and homage 1o
the impulse and inspiration of the century
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