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Thanhs! Thanks! 

T h e Directors take this opportunity of expressing their 
cordial thanks for valuable assistance generously given 
by the P a t r o n s to maintain the high standard and 

efficiency attained. 

Mr. Jas. Southern 
D I R E C T O R S T . H I L D A ' S B A N D . 

An Appreciation* 

MR . J A M E S S O U T H E R N , p o p u l a r l y k n o w n b y 
h i s f e l l o w m u s i c i a n s as " S u n n y J i m , " i s 
r e cogn i sed as the g r e a t e s t m a n a g e r of b r a s s bands 

i n the w o r l d . 
U n t i r i n g i n h i s energ ies , b a c k e d up b y a bus iness 

c a p a c i t y t h a t i s not on ly t h e a t r i c a l but p r a c t i c a l ( h e w a s 
a c k n o w l e d g e d to be one of the finest t r o m b o n i s t s of the 
b r a s s b a n d w o r l d , i n h i s day , b e i n g the ho lder of five 
W o r l d C h a m p i o n s h i p meda l s as a p l a y e r ) . 

H e i s one of the keenes t judges of a good band, and 
t h a t i s one of the reasons S t . H i l d a ' s B a n d h a v e m a i n 
t a i n e d the h i g h s tandard reached d u r i n g t h e i r r e c o r d -
b r e a k i n g career . 

T h e band , under M r . S o u t h e r n ' s cai)able m a n a g e r 
ship , has toured G r e a t B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d d u r i n g the las t 
e l even y e a r s w i t h a lmos t solid I )ookings throughout , and 
i n the y e a r 1931 v i s i t ed the C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n , 
T o r o n t o , a lso per f o rmed in the chie f c i t ies of C;ina<la w i t h 
phenomena l success . 

M r . S o u t h e r n p r a c t i c a l l y " l i v e s for h i s b a n d , " and 
to h i m there i s no o ther band to compare w i t h S t . H i l d a ' s , 
a n d he i s about r i g h t i n h i s k e e n e s t i m a t i o n of h i s f e l l o w 
bandsmen . 

H o p i n g he m a y l o n g be spared to d i re c t the f o r tunes 
of the w o r l d - f a m o u s S t . H i l d a ' s B a n d . R . H . 

T h e P r i d e o' the N o r t h and a C r e d i t to the Country . 

P r e a m e k B a n d o f t N C L A N D 

T e l e p h o n e : 
641 S O U T H S H I E I - D S . 

T e l e g r a m s : 
H I L O A B . \ N D , S o u t h S h i e l d s . 

T H E F A M O U S 

St. H I L D A ' S B A N D 
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G U E S T B A N D , C A N A D I A N N A T I O N , L Z X H I B I T I O N , 1931. 
H o n o u r e d b y R o y a l C o m m a n d P c r f o n u a n c e b e f o r e T b c i r G r a c i o u s M a j e s t i e s 
K i n g G e o r g e V . a n d Q u e e n M a r y a n d M e m b e r s of the R o y a l F a m i l y , a t 

1 3 u c k i n g i i a i n P a i r / e. 

W i n n e r s of 80 F i r s t P r i z e s , 11 C h a l l e n g e C u p s , a n d 150 S p e c i a l P r i z e s . 
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A l l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s t o — 

J A M E S S O U T H E R N , 
Director a n d M a n a g e r , 12, Leighton Street , S o u t h Shields. 



B O O K T H I S F A M O U S B A N D F O R Y O U R N E X T E V E N T . 

E a c h M e m b e r B r o n z e ^ S i l v e r a n d G o l d M e d a l l i s t 
Q 

M u s i o a l D i r e c t o r : L I E U T . H O R A C E G R E Y , C . B . A . 

E N G A G E M E N T S B o o k e d A n y w h e r e — A n y T i m e . D i s t a n c e no object . 
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S T . H I L D A ' S 
C h a m p i o n B a n d . 

I t has , for m a n y y e a r s , been m y p r i v i l e g e and p leasure to w r i t e 
and publ ish not ices , b iographies , h i s t o r i e s , and g e n e r a l r e p o r t s 
w i t h r e g a r d to b a n d m a s t e r s , so lo ists , l iat idsraen, and bands i n 
v a r i o u s m u s i c a l per iod ica ls , but on th i s v e r y spec ia l occasion, I 
fee l that an excc ] ) t i i ) i ia l p r iv i l ege has l)cen conferred upon me 
w h e n cal led upon l i > w r i t e the h i s l n r v ni S t . I l i lda ' s P.and 
( C h a m p i o n s of G r e a t B r i t a i n and the C o l o n i e s ) . 

I t seems, perhaps , f i t t i n g that 1 m i g h t be e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h i s 
t a s k because I have k n o w n , and res ided a m o n g the b a n d s m e n i n 
the N o r t h of E n g l a n d n e a r l y f o r t y y e a r s ago and k n e w the band 
i n t i m a t e l y , h a v i n g at that t ime some 30 co l l i e ry bands under m y 
o w n charge throughout both N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and D u r h a m in w h a t 
m a y happ i l y be t e r m e d — t h e good old days . 

T h e founder of S t . H i l d a B a n d — M r . J o h n D e n n i s o n , h i s son, 
R o b e r t , and, indeed, the w h o l e of the D e n n i s o n f a m i l y , w e r e w e l l -
k n o w n to me, as w e r e a l l the t eachers and bandsmen of the N o r t h . 
T h u s , I fee l t h a t I a m i n the r i g h t pos i t ion in an endeavour to 
g i v e a t r u e account of th i s v e r y r e m a r k a b l e combinat ion . 

F o r m u c h of the e a r l i e r h i s t o r y of the band, T a m indebted to 
M r . R o b e r t D e n n i s o n ( k n o w n on ly as " B o b " D e n n i s o n t h r o u g h 
out the N o r t h ) , and go ing as s t r o n g as ever in c a n n y S o u t h Sh ie lds 
at the present t ime , and w h o is a v e r y j iroud old s t r d w a r t to -day 
as an a d m i r e r of h i s old band. 

T h e band w a s founded in the y e a r 1869 by i\Ir . J o h n D e n n i s o n , 
w h o at tha t t ime w a s a m e m l i e r of the 3 r d D u r h a m A r t i l l e r y 
V o l u n t e e r s . T h i s w a s w h e n M r . D e n n i s o n w a s w o r k i n g at the 
J a r r o w C h e m i c a l W o r k s , T e m p l e T o w n , S o u t h Shie lds . .\
t a t i o n f r o m the c o l l i e r y w a i t e d upon h im w i t h the vie\ of f o r m 
i n g a band, and the r e s u l t w a s the incept ion of the great c h a m 
pions of to -day . E v e r y member , -withotit except ion , were 
" Geord ies " w o r k i n g at the c o l l i e r y ; not one of thcn i k n e w a 
note of m u s i c , and some of them could ne i ther read nor w r i t e . 
M r . " J a c k " D e n n i s o n w a s then a y o u n g m a n of 29, and v e r y e n -
t l i u s i a s t i c , so lie soon got l i i s " ( i e o r d i e s " ])ulled together , and so 
s u c c e s s f u l l y w a s h is w o r k acco inpl ished that the band w e r e soon 
equipped w i t h a n e w set of i n s t r u m e n t s . W h e n the b a n d m a s t e r ' s 
son, " B o b " w a s 10 y e a r s of age he became lead ing cornet , and 
the band soon began to m a k e t h e i r presence fe l t aga ins t t l ie 
n e i g h b o u r i n g bands, espec ia l ly tha t of t l ie old G a r i b a l d i b a n d — 
one of the oldest in the d i s t r i c t . 
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T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S BAND—Continued . 

T h e first contest at tended by the band w a s at W i n d y Nook, n e a r 
F e l l i n g , in 1874. T h i s contest w a s the cause of a pecu l iar cli.allenge 
as w i l l be seen s h o r t l y . I t w a s a M a r c h contest and each l iand had 
to p l a y t w o m a r c h e s of o w n choice. T h e r e w e r e 10 en t r i e s , and 
the judge w a s M r . W t n . L a x , of S u n d e r l a n d . W h e n the judge 
announced his dec is ion i t w a s found that S t . H i l d a w a s not 
ment ioned at a l l . Not be ing sat is f ied w i t h the dec is ion, S t . H i l d a 
agreed to cha l lenge the w i n n i n g l>.-ind—West W y l a m - - and the 

chal lenge d u l y appeared in t l ie " N e w c a s t l e D a i l y C l i r o u i c l e " and 
w a s accepted. A comin i t tee of t w o bands a r r a n g e d the m a t c h , 
each band to p lay the same t w o m a r c h e s as p layed at the contes t 
for £50 (£25 aside, the w i n n i n g band also to rece ive one t h i r d of 
the gate r e c e i p t s ) . \\'hen m a t t e r s w e r e sett led , and the s t a k e s 
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T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S BAND—Continued . 

deposited, the contest took place on w h a t w a s considered n e u t r a l 
g round , a t B e d l i n g t o n , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d . T h i s w a s i n October , 
1874. E a c h band h a d to engage a judge at i t s o w n expense , and 
a re feree w a s also engaged, w h o s e fee w a s to be pa id equa l l y b y 
both bands. S t . H i l d a ' s judge w a s M r . T o i u W o o d s , of N e w -
c a s t l e - o n - T y n e , and W e s t W y i a m ' s judge w a s M r . D u n l o p , a lso of 
N e w c a s t l e . M r . T h o m a s E l o g g , of H a r t l e p o o l , w a s engaged as 
R e f e r e e . I t is sure to be of i n t e r e s t , espec ia l ly to a m a t e u r 
bandsmen , to k n o w w h a t c lass of t e s t - m a r c h e s w e r e i n g e n e r a l 
use in these l ong-gone-by d a y s . T h e t w o m a r c h e s chosen by. S t . 
H i l d a w e r e : " T h e V a c a n t C h a i r , " l )y J . S i d n e y J o n e s ( a t t h a t 
t i m e b a n d m a s t e r of the S th D r a g o o n G u a r d s ) , ' a n d " H e r c u l e s , " 
by T . M e t c a l f e , of W o l v e r h a m p t o n ( M e t c a l f e ' s " S t a r B r a s s B a n d 
J o u r n a l " ) . W e s t W y i a m ' s m a r c h e s w e r e : " T h e V a c a n t C h a i r " 
and " P e t of the B a n d , " by R i c h a r d S m i t h , of H u l l . 

S t . H i l d a ' s p r a c t i s e d d a y and n i g h t on t h e i r t w o m a r c h e s , and 
on the m o r n i n g of the m a t c h , w l i i c l i w a s a cold and w i l d one, they 
a r r i v e d at B e d l i n g t o n f u l l of hope for the best. A g r e a t g a t h e r 
i n g of bandsmen f r o m a l l p a r t s w e r e present , and hundreds of 
p i t m e n f r o m a l l over N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and D u r h a m had g a t h e r e d 
for the f r a y w h i c h had a l r e a d y caused e x c i t e m e n t for mi l es around . 
T h e d r a w for places w a s S t . H i l d a 1st ; ind 3 r d and W e s t W y l a n i 2nd 
a n d 4 th . E a c h band had a g r e a t rece] )t ion as it mounted the p l a t 
f o r m , and also at the conc lus ion of each p e r f o r m a n c e . A t the c o n 
c lus i on an enormous c r o w d gathered a r o u n d to h e a r the v e r d i c t of 
the judges and re feree , w h i c l i w a s announced as not on ly w o n l i y 
S t . H i l d a , but w i t h a good deal to spare . So w i t h the £50 s t a k e , 
and a t h i r d of the huge gate rece ipts , the band w a s w e l l over £100 
to the good. N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and D u r h a m p i t m e n are keen on a 
bet, and prev ious to the m a t c h the l ) e t t ing w a s 3 to 1 on W e s t 
W y l a i u , Intt as so(m as S t . H i l d a ] ) layed i t s f irst of the t w o m a r c h e s , 
the " Geord ies " began to keep t h e i r eyes on " W e l s h e r s , " and the 
b e t t i n g q u i c k l y turned the other w a y round. T l i e l iand had a 
g r e a t recept ion on i t s r e t u r n to S o u t h Sh ie lds , and \dtnig l !ob 
D e n n i s o n , w h o w a s then 14 \ e a r s of age, w a s c a r r i e d shoulder h igh 
to T e m p l e T o w n w h e r e the bandsmen l ived . H e w a s l a t e r presented 
w i t h a s i l ve r - ] ) l a t ed cornet in c o m m e m o r a t i o n of the event . 

A f t e r w i n n i n g the m a t c h \v\lh AVest W y l a m at B e d l i n g t o n , the 
band attended t w o or three contests t h a t season w i t h v a r i e d s u c 
cess and f a i l u r e , but at the end of the y e a r the band seemed to have 
col lapsed, as t h e i r founder and bandmaster , M r . J o h n D e n n i s o n , 
h a d t a k e n over the b a n d m a s t e r s h i p of t l ie 6 th D u r h a m R i f l e 
V o l u n t e e r s , and in consequence had to r e s i g n f r o m S t . H i l d a . 

A n d n o w comes a b i g change in events . I n 1876, w h e n I5ob 
D e n n i s o n , the solo cornet p l a y e r , w a s j u s t t u r n e d 20 y e a r s of age, 
he i n s t i t u t e d a n e w band at the C o l l i e r y - S t . H i l d a J u v e n i l e I ' . rass 
B a n d a l l l e a r n e r s . T h e hand cons isted of >i)ung lads whose 
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T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S BAND—Continued . 

f a t h e r s w e r e employed at the co l l i e ry . W i t h a f e w old i n s t r u 
m e n t s , and others I x j u g h t f r o m T o m W o o d s , of N e w c a s t l e — a l l 
second-hand, the y o u n g band made f a i r p rogress . W h e n the 
J u v e n i l e B a n d h a d been formed a y e a r they attended (1877) the 
g rea t B a n d F e s t i v a l at Mor ] ) e th . 

T h i s F e s t i v a l w a s at t h a t t ime a v e r y i m p o r t a n t event in the 
h i s t o r y of N o r t h - C o u n t r y B r a s s B a n d s , and cheap e x c u r s i o n s w e r e 
a l w a y s r u n f r o m a l l p a r t s of D u r h a m and N o r t h u t n b e r l a n d . T h i s ' 
w a s indeed a r ed - l e t t e r day for the .St. 1 l i l d a J u v e n i l e P.and, but 
n e v e r t h e l e s s they w e r e a l l g e t t i n g too l ) ig for j u v e n i l e s , and s t i l l 
not r e c e i v i n g a n y financial support f r o m the C o l l i e r y , a l t h o u g h 
a l w a y s p l a y i n g for t h e m w h e n recjuired, a m e e t i n g w a s e v e n t u a l l y 
ca l l ed by the m e m b e r s , w i t h the r e s u l t t h a t they decided to change 
t h e i r name to tha t of the South Sh ie lds M o d e l P i rass B a n d , together 
w i t h the senior band, S t . H i l d a . ( T h i s change took place in 1877). 
T h e l iand s t i l l cont inued to w h e n required for t l ie C o l l i e r y . 
M a n y good engagements came the w a y the n e w l y - n ; i m e d " S o u t h 
Sh ie lds M o d e l B r a s s ]3and," One of these b ig engagements w a s 
at the W a l l e r ' s B i c y c l e T o u r n a m e n t at S u n d e r l a n d for a f o r t n i g h t . 
( T h i s w a s i n 1881). T h e band w a s then under the b a n d m a s t e r s h i p 
of B o b D e n n i s o n . T h e " Mode l " b;md c e r t a i n l y had a good i n n 
ings for s e v e r a l y e a r s , and in 188.S M r . B o b D e n n i s o n w a s the 
rec ip ient of another s i l v e r - p l a t e d and go ld -mounted cornet i n r e c o g 
n i t i o n of h i s good w o r k accompl i shed for the band. T h e s e c r e t a r y , 
M r . J . W . R o b e r t s o n , and the t r e a s u r e r , M r . J o h n H u i u e , w e r e 
also j^resented w i t h gold r i n g s l )y the m e m b e r s and commit tee for 
the good serv i ces they had also r endered . 

W e n o w a r r i v e at another i m p o r t a n t period in the h i s t o r y of 
this e v e r - c h a n g i n g band and the D e n n i s o n f a m i l y . I n 1885, M r . 
J a c k D e n n i s o n — t h e founder of the o r i g i n a l b a n d — h a d a p r i v a t e 
band i n S o u t h Shielcls , n a m e d " T h e D e n n i s o n F a m i l y B r a s s B a n d , " 
w h i c h h a d been m a k i n g a f a i r r e p u t a t i o n i n the t o w n , and in w h i c h 
h i s son B o b w a s solo c o r n e t — o t h e r s of the f a m i l y also be ing 
m e m b e r s . T h e South Sh ie lds " M o d e l " B a n d not r e c e i v i n g the 
support t h e y des i red , t h e y decided upon a bold p lan . F a t h e r and 
son h a d a ser ious c o n v e r s a t i o n over the f u t u r e of both bands, and 
the p l a n succeeded. 

A m e e t i n g of the t w o bands, the " M o d e l " and " D e n n i s o n ' s 
F a m i l y B r a s s B a n d , " r e s u l t e d in the a m a l g a m a t i o n of the t w o 
bands under the t i t l e , D e n n i s o n ' s F a m i l y B a n d , under the con -
duc torsh ip of M r . J o h n D e n n i s o n . T h i s a m a l g a m a t i o n took place 
at the end of the y e a r 1885. T h e t i t l e of th i s band w a s a lmos t 
i m i n e d i a t e l y changed once aga in , and the n e w n a m e n o w became 
the " S o u t h Sh ie lds B o r o u g h B a n d . " I n 1886 the band w o n M r . 
R . T h o r n t o n ' s second B r a s s B a n d C o n t e s t at S o u t h S h i e l d s i n both 
the M a r c h and S e l e c t i o n contests w i t h " P a l m e r H o u s e " as the 
M a r c h and S w i f t ' s a r r a n g e m e n t of " W i l l i a t n T e l l " as the select ion, 

9 



T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S B A N D — C o n t i n u e d 

M r . T i d s w e l l , of L e e d s , w a s the judge . I n 1887 the hand gf)t a 
t w o w e e k s ' engagement at R o k e r P a r k , S u n d e r l a n d , in connect ion 
w i t h a b i g scheme In a id of A l l S a i n t s ' C h u r c h . T h e b a n d con 
s i s ted of 23 m e m b e r s , s t i l l under the conductorsh ip of old J o h n 
D e n n i s o n . T h e band w a s supplied w i t h a spec ia l R u s s i a n u n i f o r m 
f r o m L o n d o n for th i s spec ia l engagement . T h e opening d a y w a s 
on J u l y 30th . 1887, and a spec ia l announcement w a s publ ished to 
the e f f e c t : " T h e admiss i on to th i s g r e a t F e t e , i f on ly to h e a r th i s 
splendid band, w a s w o r t h the m o n e y a lone . " 

T h e n e x t b i g event w a s t h a t of the N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e 
E x h i b i t i o n C o n t e s t w h i c h w a s he ld on October 15th, 1887, in the 
E x h i b i t i o n grounds . T h e Se le c t i on T e s t - p i e c e w a s " O w n C h o i c e . " 
T w e n t y bands h a d entered and 19 a c t u a l l y p layed . A t the d r a w 
for p laces . S o u t h Sh ie lds B o r o u g h B a n d w e r e d r a w n to p l a y l a s t , 
and a l t h o u g h the contest began at 11-30 a.m., the S h i e l d s " b o y s " 
did not m o u n t the b a n d s t a n d t i l l 10-30 p.m. T h e i r S e l e c t i o n w a s 
R i c h a r d S m i t h ' s a r r a n g e m e n t of " T h e R e m i n i s c e n c e s of V e r d i , " 
a n d the conductor w a s M r . J o h n D e n n i s o n . T h e r e s u l t of t h i s , one 
of the mos t I m p o r t a n t contests h i t h e r t o held In the N o r t h of 
E n g l a n d , w a s : 1st and 2nd pr i zes d iv ided b e t w e e n T a n f i e l d L e a 
( conductor , M r . A l e x . O w e n ) and S o u t h D e r w e n t ( conductor , M r . 
G e o r g e R a i n e ) ; 3 r d p r i z e and T r o m b o n e , S o u t h Sh ie lds B o r o u g h ; 
4th p r i z e , W h i t w o r t h V a l e ( conductor . M r . G e o r g e R a i n e ) . 

I n 1888 the band entered for the B e l l e V u e contest , but w e r e 
not accepted. T h r o u g h o u t t h i s y e a r t h e band at tended to a l l the 
f u n c t i o n s of the S t . H i l d a and M a r s d e n C o l l e r i e s , besides a good 
m a n y engagements i n and out of the B o r o u g h . 

T h e y e a r 1890 brought i n a change i n the conductor for c o n 
tes ts , and M r . T o m W o o d s , of N e w c a s t l e , w a s engaged. T h e 
band, s t i l l under the n a m e of S o u t h S h i e l d s B o r o u g h , entered 
H a y d o n B r i d g e C o n t e s t on J u n e 4 t h , 1890, besides o thers of the 
D e n n i s o n f a m i l y , M r . J o h n D e n n i s o n (the o r i g i n a l f ounder ) p l a y e d 
i n the band. T h e tes t -p iece wasi P l a r r y R o u n d ' s n e w test -p iece , 
" W e b e r ' s W o r k s " ( W . R . ) , and the judge w a s M r . J . O. S h e p h e r d , 
of L i v e r p o o l . T h e r e w a s a M a r c h C o n t e s t ( O w n C h o i c e ) . T h e r e 
w a s a b i g entry) of the best N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and D u r h a m bands , 
and the f o l l o w i n g w a s the r e s u l t : M a r c h C o n t e s t : 1st p r i z e . S o u t h 
S h i e l d s B o r o u g h ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . T o m W o o d s ) ; 2nd , A c o m b 
( C o n d u c t o r , M r . T o m H e n d e r s o n ) . S e l e c t i o n C o n t e s t : 1st p r i z e , 
W h i t w o r t h ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . F r e d D u r h a m ) ; 2nd , S o u t h D e r w e n t 
( C o n d u c t o r , M r . A . S n o w d e n ) ; 3 r d , T a n f i e l d L e a ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . 
A l e x . O w e n ) ; 4 t h , S o u t h S h i e l d s B o r o u g h (Conduc to r , M r . T o m 
W o o d s ) ; 5 th , A c o m b ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . T o m H e n d e r s o n ) ; 6 t h , 
H a r t l e p o o l O l d O p e r a t i c ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . W . H o l d s w o r t h ) . 

I n the same m o n t h the band at tended a n open contest at 
E d i n b u r g h on the same tes t -p iece , w i t h M r . T o m W o o d s as c o n 
ductor , b u t w h e n t h e y a r r i v e d in the " M o d e r n A t h e n s " t h e v soon 
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f ound that they had reckoned w i t h o u t cons iderat i on of w h a t t h i s 
j o u r n e y m e a n t . O n the ir a r r i v a l they found that the v e r y " c r e a m " 
of E n g l a n d ' s C h a m p i o n B r a s s B a n d s h a d also entered th i s con 
test , and t h a t they had also arr ived upon the scene! A m o n g 
t h i s " m i g h t y t h r o n g " w e r e B e s s e s , B l a c k D y k e , W y k e T e m p e r 
ance , O l d h a m R i f l e s , K i n g s t o n M i l l s , L I n t h w a i t e , and f)thers of 
the h ighes t c o n t e s t i n g r e p u t a t i o n . S o u t h Sh ie lds B o r o u g h ga ined 
a n exper ience of t h e i r v e r y ex i s tence a t t h a t contest , and the lesson 
of a l i f e t i m e by c o m i n g out of the ordea l L A . S T . 

On N o v e m b e r 6 th of tha t y e a r the band w a s engaged, t h r o u g h 
t h e i r P r e s i d e n t , M r . D i c k T h o r n t o n (o f M o s s ' E m p i r e s f a m e ) to 
open the n e w T o w n H a l l at S u n d e r l a n d , under the conductorsh ip 
of J o h n D c i u i i s o n . T h i s w a s a b i g event in the h i s t o r y of the band, 
and at t h f concert in the p a r k a f t e r the c e r e m o n y had been con 
cluded, a l though a v e r y cold N o v e m b e r day , the audience n u m b e r e d 
nearh^ 5,000 people, the band r e c e i v i n g a g r e a t o v a t i o n for t h e i r 
fine p e r f o r m a n c e . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r th is event the band became d i sorganised , and as 
t h i n g s seemed to show no i m p r o v e m e n t b y the end of the y e a r , i t 
w a s r e c o n s t i t u t e d under the t i t l e , " D e n n i s o n ' s B o r o u g h B a n d , " 
under the conductorsh ip of M r . B o b D e n n i s o n . T h e sub-conductor 
w a s Bob ' s b r o t h e r A l e x a n d e r , the p r i n c i p a l E flat bass p l a y e r w a s 
o ld J a c k D e n n i s o n ( t h e conductor ' s f a t h e r and o r i g i n a l f o u n d e r ) . 
T h e band n o w began to g ive a good deal of a t t e n t i o n to the v a r i o u s 
co l l i e r i es I n the H a r t o n group, and r e s u l t o f th i s a t t e n t i o n w a s a 
handsome set of s i l v e r - p l a t e d i n s t r u m e n t s as a present f o r se rv i ces 
rendered . T h i s w a s I n 1901. T h e conductor ' s son, George , became 
s e c r e t a r y , and a l l seemed to be w o r k i n g w e l l , a l t h o u g h t h e i r c on 
t e s t i n g exper iences w e r e never of a success fu l n a t u r e so f a r . .^s 
a m a t t e r of fac t , and to save " p a i n t i n g the l i l y , " the band did not 
w i n a p r i z e be tween the y e a r s 1895 and 1901. I t w a s not u n t i l the 
l a t t e r y e a r t h a t D e n n i s o n ' s B o r o u g h B a n d made i t s first s h o w 
a m o n g the contes t ing bands of the d i s t r i c t . T h i s w a s at F l e b b u r n 
contest on M a y 25th, 1901. T e s t - p i e c e , " M e m o r i e s of B r i t a i n . " 
J u d g e , M r . J . O r d - H u m e . 18 bands competed, a n d the f o l l o w i n g 
w a s the r e s u l t : 1st p r i z e , Conset t I r o n w o r k s ( W . H o l d s w o r t h ) ; 
2nd, F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y ( J . O l i v e r ) ; 3 rd , S u n d e r l a n d T e m p e r a n c e ( J . 
T h u r l o w ) ; 4 t h , C l e v e l a n d S t e e l w o r k s f W . I l o l d s w o r t h ) ; 5 th . M t i r -
t on C o l h e r y ( E . R . V e s t ) . T h e u n s u c c e s s f u l bands w e r e : D e n n i 
son's B o r o u g h , Sh ie lds G a r i b a l d i . S o u t h Sh ie lds H a r m o n i c . JarroAV 
B o r o u g h , S u n d e r l a n d E a s t E n d , 2nd N o r t h u m b e r l a n d A r t i l l e r y , 
H e w o r t h C o l l i e r y , C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t . T y n e m o u t h B o r o u g h . W i n -
gate S i l v e r Mode l , Sh ie lds T o w n S i l v e r , B a r r l n g t o n C o l l i e r y and 
B a c k w o r t h C o l l i e r y . 

O n J u n e 22nd, 1901, the band attended M u r t o n C o l l i e r y Contes t 
on the same test -p iece , and w e r e again u n s u c c e s s f u l . T h e judge 
w a s M r . P I . B a r k e r , and the resu l t w a s : 1st p r i z e . C l e v e l a n d S t e e l 
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J [ r . W H . I I A L H W E L L , P r o f e s s i o n i i l C o n d u c t o r . T h e B a n d i s i n d e e d f o r t u n a t e i n 
h a v i n g a t ; e ! i i l e i n a n uE s u c h o u t s t a n d i n f ^ a b i l i t y a s M r . H a l l i w e l l ; l i e i s r e g a r d e d b y 
a l l a s " T h e E x p e r t " i n a l l m a t t e r s a p p e r t a i n i n g t o B r a s s B a n d s ; h i s a d v i c e a n d t u i t i o n 
h a v e e n a b l e d S t . H i l d a ' s t o a c l i i e v e a n d r e t a i n t h e i r h i g i i p o s i t i o n . l i e p a i d | t c r i u ( i i c a l 
v i s i t s , j t r e p i i r c s t h e T e s t P i e c e s , a n d c o n d u c t s a t m o s t of t l i e C o n t e s t s a n d C o n c e r t s . 

W o r k s (VV. i l o k l s w o r t l i ) ; 2n(l , Conset t I r o n w o r k s ( W . H o k l s -
w o r t h ) ; 3 r d , . l i ebburn C o l l i e r y (VV. H e a p ) ; 4 t h , F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y 
( J . O l i v e r ) . T h e u n s n c c e s s f n l bands w e r e : W i n g a t e S i l v e r Mode l , 
D e n n i s o n ' s B o r o u g h , l l a m s t e r l e y C o l l i e r y , S e a h a m B o t t l e W t ) r k s , 
C j r n s a y I n s t i t u t e , South l l e t t o i i , Spenn_\r T e m p e r a n c e , and 
S u n d e r l a n d T e m p e r a n c e . .And n o w to f in ish up the band 's bad 
l u c k at c o n t e s t i n g r i g h t ii]> t o and i n c l u d i n g the ) ' ear 1901, they 
at tended the L i i i d o i i ' i ' ra\-ers ' l ) ig contest at TN-iiemouth on October 
Sth of tha t }-ear, and w e r e aga in unsuccess fu l . T e s t - p i e c e : 
Gounod 's " F a u s t . " J u d g e , J . O r d H u m e . T h e resu l t w a s : 1st 
pr i ze , H e b b u r n C o l l i e r y ( W . H e a p ) ; 2nd, I'.ston A l i n c r s ( C . H . 
K a y ) ; 3 rd , C o r n s a y I n s t i t u t e : 4 th , r>ackworth C o l l i e r y ; S t h , 
C o c k e r t o n ( W . W a t s o n ) ; 6 t l i , C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t ( T o m V a l e n t i n e ) ; 
7 th , J a r r o w B o r o ' ( R . B i i i u i e ) . T h e u n s u c c e s s f u l bands w e r e : 
D e n n i s o n ' s B o r o u g h , W i l l i n g t o n S i l v e r , I ' i r t l e y T e m p e r a n c e , F e l l i n g 
C o l l i e r y , H e b b u r n T e m p e r a n c e , S e a h a m H a r b o u r P)ottle W o r k s and 
S u n d e r l a n d T e i u p e r a n c e . T h e band became t h o r o u g h l y out of 
the c o n t e s t i n g r u n a f ter t h e i r m a n y d isap] )o intments , and no con 
t e s t i n g w a s (lone in the f o l l oA\ ing A'ears under the t i t l e of D e n n i 
son's B o r o u g h B a n d u n t i l 1905, w h e n the band made t w o more 
t r i e s , J a r r o w Contes t , o n A u g u s t S th , 1005. ' i ' est -piece : " M e m o r i e s 
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of " D o n i z e t t i . " J u d g e , J . W a l k e r , w i t h the f o l l o w i n g r e s u l t : 1st 
p r i z e , Spencer ' s S t e e l W o r k s ( C o n d u c t o r , R . R i m m e r ) ; 2nd, B a c k -
w o r t h I n s t i t u t e ( J o h n Ci ladney) ; S r d , Conse t t I r o n w o r k s ( W . 
H o l d s w o r t h ) ; and 4 t l i , to D e n n i s o n B o r o u g h B a r . d ( C o n d u c t o r , R . 
D e n n i s o n ) . U n s u c c e s s f u l bands at tha t contest w e r e : B i r t l e y 
L e a g u e of the C r o s s , .South Moor , l l e b l i u r n T o w n , C o c k e r t o n and 
H e w o r t h C o l l i e r y . T h e n e x t and oid\ contest at tended by t h e 
band as Detmiso i i ' s w a s ;it I l e l ) l ) u r u o n N o v e m b e r 4 th , 1905, w h e n 
thc>- w-ere a g a i n unsuccess fu l . T h e Se lec t ion , " C a r m e l i t e , " w a s 
the test -p iece , and the judge \ias M r . I . l ! . W r i g h t , of W i l l i n g t o n , 
w i t h the f o l l o w i n g r e s u l t : 1st pr i ze , P a l m e r ' s W o r k s ( C o n d u c t o r , 
M r . J . j \  Greenw-ood) ; 2nd, I l e t t o i i C o l l i e r y ( W . S t r a u g h a n ) ; 3 r d , 
F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y ( J . O l i v e r ) ; 4 th , H e b b u r n T o w n (G. H a w k i n s ) ; 
S th , B r a n d o n C>)lliery ( W . T u r n b u l l ) . I ' u s u c c e s s f i d : D e n n i s o n ' s 
B o r o u g h , N e w Y o r k and D i s t r i c t , P e r c y M a i n N . E . R . , and M i d d l e s 
brough B o r o ' . I t ^vil l be seen that for m a n y y e a r s the on ly pr ize 
w o n by the band under the name of Dennison ' s Pxiro ' w a s the 
s o l i t a r y 4th ]>rizc -won at J a r r o w on .\ugust S th , 1905. 

T h e band by th is t ime had been becoming d issat i s f ied in m a n y 
w a y s , and not the least of thci i - m a n y troubles w a s the fac t of 
t h e i r pool- support from the co l l i er ies , so that at the l a t t e r end of 
1905 they found i t imposs ib le to m a k e ends meet , and they decided 
to approach the S t . H i l d a M i n e r s ' Lo<lge of the D u r h a m M i n e r s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a v i e w to t a k i n g over the band as a ' ' g o i n g con 
c e r n , " and, bv good f o r tune , th is w a s r ead i l y agreed to at a g e n e r a l 
m e e t i n g of the M i n e r s ' Lo(l,ge. ( T h i s w a s in December , 1905) . 

T h u s , the band, t h r o u g h a l l i t s ups and d o w n s and m a n y 
changes of name , had r e v e r t e d to i t s o r i g i n a l t i t l e , " T h e S t . P l i l d a 
C o l l i e r } - B r a s s B a u d , " with, the w e l c o m e a l t e r a t i o n " S i l v e r " i n 
stead (if " I ' r a s s . " T h e conductor \vas M r . R o b e r t D e n n i s o n ; sub -
conductor . A i r . A l e x a n d e r D e n n i s o n ; and the s e c r e t a r y , M r , J o h n 
Geo. D e n n i s o n . 

T h e band, under i t s n e w name, attended W e s t S t a n l e y Contes t 
on J u n e 4 t l i , 1906, but were tmsuccess fu l ( C o n d u c t o r , R . f" )ennison). 
I t w a s n o w decided t h a t a pro fess i ona l t eacher should be cal led 
i n , and the choice fe l l to M r . j . .A. G r e e n w o o d , at that t i m e a mos t 
p r o m i s i n g y o u n g g e n t l e m a n wdio A\as \ c r y q u i c k h - f(.)rging h i s w a y 
amongs t the b i g teachers of the day. T h i s w a s the rea l b e g i n n i n g 
of a b i g change that w a s about to s h o r t l v t a k e place in the f o r tunes 
of the S t . P l i l d a C t d l i e r y S i l v e r B a n d . ' 

W i t h only a f e w lessons f rom M r . G r e e n w o o d , the band seemed 
to t a k e a n e w lease of m u s i c a l l i f e , and an e n t i r e l v d i f ferent v i e w 
of the s i t u a t i o n , f r o m a c ontes t ing point of v i e w . L i v i n g , as i t 
w e r e , i n t h e i r n e w " L a n d of H o p e and G l o r y , " they decided to t r y 
t h e i r l u c k at the c o m i n g contest at N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n c on 
N o v e m b e r 3 r d , 1906. T h e test -p iece w a s the Se lec t i on , " l i ' 
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B a r b i e r e , " and the judge w a s M r . A l f . G r a y , of M a n c h e s t e r . ,The 
r e s u l t of the contest w a s : 1st p r i z e , H e t t o n C o l l i e r y ( W . 
S t r a u g h a n ) ; 2nd, S t . H i l d a C o l l i e r y ( J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 3 r d , 
B r a n d o n C o l l i e r y ; 4 t h , South Sh ie lds G a r i b a l d i ( W . W . E l l i o t t ) ; 
and Sth , S u n d e r l a n d T e m p e r a n c e ( J . O l i v e r ) . U n s u c c e s s f u l : 
B i r t l e y T o w n , S o u t h P e l a w , P e r c y M a i n , D u n s t a n T e m p e r a n c e , 
a n d S h o t t o n C o l l i e r y . T h i s w a s a splendid set off under the band's 
first p r o f e s s i o n a l teacher , and n e w e n e r g y w a s i m m e d i a t e l y i n 
fused into the bandsmen and the i r supporters . 

M r . B o b D e n n i s o n n o w res igned the b a n d m a s t e r s h i p of the 
band on account of h i s acceptance of ant j ther appo intment , and 
M r . J a m e s T a y l o r , of S o u t h S h i e l d s , became the loca l b a n d m a s t e r . 

T h e band opened i t s contest season of 1907 at W e s t S t a n l e y 
on M a y 20th , under the c o n d u c t o r s h i p of M r . T . P r i t c h a r d , of 
S o u t h B a n k , M i d d l e s b r o u g h , as M r . G r e e n w o o d had a l r e a d y been 
engaged e l s e w h e r e on t h a t date. T h e r e w a s a Q u i c k S t e p and 
S e l e c t i o n Contes t ( o w n c h o i c e ) , but S t . H i l d a fa i led to appear i n 
the p r i z e l i s t on t h a t occasion. 

T h e i r n e x t c o n t e s t i n g v e n t u r e w a s at S u n d e r l a n d Contes t on 
A u g u s t S th , 1907. T e s t - p i e c e , " L o h e n g r i n . " J u d g e , M r . J . A . 
H a l e y . T h e r e s u l t w a s as f o l l o w s : 1st p r i z e , B r a n d o n C o l l i e r y ; 
2nd, S u n d e r l a n d E a s t E n d ; 3 r d , B i r t l e y T o w n ; 4 t h , S t . H i l d a 
C o l l i e r y ; and S t h , P e r c y M a i n , the o n l y o ther compet i tor be ing 
S u n d e r l a n d T e m p e r a n c e . T h e on ly r e m a i n i n g contest at tended 
t h a t y e a r w a s at T y n e m o u t h P a l a c e , w h i c h w a s he ld on October 
S t h . T h e se lec t ion w a s " O w n C h o i c e , " a n d the judge w a s M r . 
W . A . Crosse , of N e w c a s t l e - o n - T y n e . S t . H i l d a w a s under another 
n e w conductor , M r . W i l l i a m H o l d s w o r t h , and a l though the band, 
out of a g r e a t n u m b e r of compet i tors , on ly ga ined S th p r i z e , i t 
can be t r u l y sa id t h a t t h i s w a s the a c t u a l b e g i n n i n g of the grea tes t 
a c h i e v e m e n t i n the career of a n y band i n the B r i t i s h E m p i r e . F o r 
t h i s r e a s o n i t i s w e l l w o r t h y of our not ice to n a m e the bands 
w h o took p a r t in t h i s p a r t i c u l a r contest , and the r e s u l t , w h i c h is 
as f o l l o w s : 1st pr i ze . F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y ( conductor , M r . J a m e s 
O l i v e r ) ; 2nd , B a c k w o r t h I n s t i t u t e ( J o h n G l a d n e y ) ; 3 r d , B r a n d o n 
C o l l i e r y ; 4 t h , B e n w e l l and D i s t r i c t ( J . W a r d ) ; S t h , S t . H i l d a 
C o l l i e r y ( W . H o l d s w o r t h ) ; and 6 t h , C o c k e r t o n . T h e u n s u c c e s s f u l 
bands c o m p e t i n g w e r e : S o u t h Sh ie lds T e m p e r a n c e , South ' Sh ie lds 
P l a r m o n i c , B a r r i n g t o n C o l l i e r y , P e r c y M a i n N . E . R . , C h e s t e r - l e -
S t r e e t T o w n , B i n c h e s t e r C o l l i e r y , H e t t o n T o w n , B i r t l e y T o w n , 
W i l H n g t o n , a n d Cockf ie ld . 

M r . J o h n T r e l e a s e w a s the S e c r e t a r y of the band, and he 
proved h i m s e l f to be inde fa t igab le i n h i s energ ies on i t s behal f . 
F r o m the d a y of the T y n e m o u t h contest , w h i c h , by the w a y , w a s 
the las t of these splendid compet i t i ons under the d i rec t i on of t h a t 
bandsiTian's f r i e n d , M r . L i n d e n T r a v e r s , M r . T r e l e a s e set about 
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b r i n g i n g S t . H i l d a ' s B a n d in the f r o n t r a n k , and together w i t h so 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a pres ident as M r . J a m e s K i r k l e y , w h o s e i n t e r e s t s 
w e r e at b u r n i n g po int , the w o r k w a s begun in r e a l and genuine 
earnest . T h e bandsmen also l iecame i m p r e g n a t e d w i t h the " con 
test f ever , " and i t w a s decided to put in the w i n t e r w i t h f u l l r e 
h e a r s a l s and to s l i ow a l l the N o r t h e r n " ( i eord ies " t h a t the f u l l 
i n t e n t i 6 n of S t . H i l d a B a n d w a s to c l imb to the top by sheer h a r d 
w o r k . M r . G r e e n w o o d w a s " b o o k e d " for the b ig job of g i v i n g 
r e g u l a r p ro f e s s i ona l lessons , and to t a k e the band to c o m i n g c o n 
tests i n the N e w Y e a r . M r . P r e s i d e n t K i r k l e y and M r . S e c r e t a r y 
T r e l e a s e both made up t h e i r m i n d s to g ive of t h e i r best to the 
cause of the band's w e l f a r e , and in th i s way, a l t h o u g h it meant 
a " l o n g , l ong pu l l , and a s t rong , s t r o n g p u l l " a g a i n s t the many 
w e l l - k n o w n contes t ing bands of the N o r t h , the decis ion w a s — " to 
put both feet into i t -—w i n or l o s e — a n d go a h e a d . " 

T h e f i rst contest of 1908 w a s at F e l l i n g on M a y 9 t h . T h e 
test -p iece w a s " F'choes of E n g l a n d , " and the judge w a s M r . H . 
A c k r o y d . T h e resu l t w a s : 1st pr i ze , H e w o r t h C o l l i e r y ( W . H e a p ) ; 
2nd, B r a n d o n C o l l i e r y ( W . R i m m e r ) ; 3 r d , S t . H i l d a C o l l i e r y ( J . A . 
G r e e n w o o d ) ; 4 th , B i r t l e y T o w n ( J . H u g h e s ) . U n s u c c e s s f u l : 
B e n w c l l and D i s t r i c t , D u n s t o n T e m p e r a n c e . S h o t t o n C o l l i e r y , S o u t h 
P e l a w , M i d d l e s b r o u g h B o r o ' and W i l l i n g t o n S i l v e r . T h i s w a s 
cons idered a v e r y good b e g i n n i n g of the band's d e t e r m i n a t i o n to 
ascend the g r e a t ladder of f ame , and m o r e e n e r g y than ever w a s 
n o w put into t h e i r w o r k . 

T h e n e x t contest w a s at B e n w e l l on A u g u s t 1st, 1908. T e s t -
piece, " E c h o e s of E n g l a n d . " J u d g e , M r . F . O w e n , of M a n c h e s t e r . 
R e s u l t : 1st p r i z e , B i r t l e y T o w n ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . J . H u g h e s ) ; 2nd, 
S t . H i l d a ( J . A , G r e e n w o o d ) ; 3 r d , O v i n g t o n ( F . H e d l e y ) . 
U n s u c c e s s f u l : T h r o c k l e y , W i l l i n g t o n , and N e w B r a n c e p e t h . S t . 
H i l d a w a s 1st i n the M a r c h Contes t , and B i r t l e y T o w n 2nd. T h i s 
was another b ig ach ievement , and the band seemed to be on the 
r i g h t t r a c k at las t . A w e e k l a t e r the band appeared at the N e w -
burn Contes t ( A u g u s t 8 t h ) . T e s t - p i e c e , o w n choice. J u d g e , M r . 
C h a r l e s W a r d . R e s u l t : 1st p r i z e , M u r t o n C o l l i e r y ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . 
Alex , O w e n ) ; 2nd, H e w o r t h C o l l i e r y ( W . H e a p ) ; 3 r d , St . H i l d a 
C o l l i e r v ( M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) . T h i s r e s u l t w a s good cons ider 
i n g the c lass of bands i n the compet i t i on . C o r b r i d g e - o n - T y n e 
was the n e x t contest , at tended on A u g u s t 29th , the test -p ieces 
b e i n g of v a r i o u s choice as w e l l as that of the Q u i c k - S t e p contest . 
T h e judge w a s M r . W . H a l s t e a d , and the r e s u l t w a s : 1st p r i z e , 
S t . l i i l d a ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . T. A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2nd , W i l l i n g t o n ( M r . 
J . B . W r i g h t ) ; 3 r d , H e x h a m ( M r . F r a n k H e d l e y ) ; 4 t h , O v i n g t o n 
( M r . F r a n k H e d l e y ) ; wi th the u n s u c c e s s f u l band, ,A,shington. 
W i l l i n g t o n w o n the M a r c h contest , and St . H i l d a w a s 2nd. S t i l l 
c l i m b i n g the ladder of fame, the band were n o w m o r e d e t e r m i n e d 
than e v e r before . 
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W i n l a t o n Contes t w a s the i r n e x t venture . T h i s w a s / o n 
S e p t e m b e r 12th, and the test -p iece w a s " W i l l o' t h ' W i s p , " a n d 
the judge w a s M r . C. W a r d . R e s u l t : 1st p r i z e in both M a r c h / a n d 
S e l e c t i o n contests to S t . H i l d a (Conduc to r , M r . J , A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 
2nd, C o n s e t t i r o n w o r k s ( M r . W . I l o l d s w o r t h ) ; 3rd , W i l l i i i g t o n 
S i l v e r ( M r . J . B . W r i g h t ) ; 4 th , h 'el l ing C o l l i e r y ( M r . j . O l i v e r ) . 
U n s u c c e s s f u l : I^ercy M a i n , I ' i owlands G i l l , and B i r t l e y T o w n . 

I n the m e a n t i m e , the band had entered the J u n i o r Cuj ) Sect ion 
a t the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , and they now sett led down to de te rmined 
r e h e a r s a l s for th i s b ig e v e n t ; an event tha t w o u l d not have been 
d r e a m t of a y e a r prev i ous , but these he f ty " f i eord ies " w e r e i n t e n t 
on u l t i m a t e l y s h o w i n g to the w o r l d w h e r e the town( of S h i e l d s 
stood on the map , and w i t h th i s i n t e n t i o n na i led to the m a s t , they 
t r a v e l l e d to the M e t r o p o l i s of the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , and duly a r r i v e d 
at the C r y s t a l P a l a c e r ehearsed to the v e r y inch in the test -p iece , 
" G e m s of M o z a r t . " T h e judge w a s M r . R o b e r t R i m m e r . T h e r e 
w e r e 16 compet i t o r s in the sect ion , and the r e s u l t w a s : 1st p r i z e 
and C u p to S t . H i l d a . T h i s w a s indeed an ach ievement , and the 
band w e r e n o w s u r e l y on the road to fame i f they can on ly s t a n d 
t oge ther t h r o u g h so suddenly r i s i n g to fame at t h e i r first a t tempt . 
( W e ' l l see s h o r t l y how th i s band rose to e v e r y occasion w h e n cal led 
u p o n ) . 

T h e C o n t e s t season of 1909 in the N o r t l i of E n g l a n d cjpened 
at F e l l i n g on M a y S t h . T h e test -p iece w a s " E c h o e s of the 
E m p i r e , " and the judge w a s M r . J a m e s O l i v e r ( B a n d m a s t e r of 
F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y B a n d ) . R e s u l t : 1st pr i ze in both M a r c h and 
S e l e c t i o n to S t . H i l d a ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . G . H a w d t i n s ) ; 2nd pr i ze in 
both M a r c h and S e l e c t i o n to M i d d l e s b r o u g h ( M r . G . W i l s o n ) ; 3 r d , 
B i r t l e y T o w n ( M r . J . H u g h e s ) ; 4 t h , B e n w e l l C o l l i e r y ( M r . H . E . 
S m i t h ) . M o n k w e a r m o u t h and P e r c y M a i n B a n d s also competed. 
A w e e k l a t e r ( M a y 15th) w a s B i r t l e y Contes t . T e s t - p i e c e , " O l d 
F a v o u r i t e s . " J u d g e , M r . W . H a l s t e a d . R e s u l t : 1st pr i ze . S o u t h 
M o o r ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . W . I l e a p ) ; 2nd, M u r t o n C o l l i e r y ( J o h n 
G l a d n e y ) ; 3 r d , S t . H i l d a ( M r . George H a w k i n s ) ; 4 th , C o c k e r t o n 
( M r . W . W a t s o n ) . U n s u c c e s s f u l : Fuelling C o l l i e r y , H e w o r t h 
C o l l i e r y and M o n k w e a r m o u t h . 

W e s t S t a n l e y contest w a s the n e x t to be attended on M a y 
31st . T h e r e w a s a M a r c h Contes t and a Se le c t i on Contes t ( o w n 
c h o i c e ) . J u d g e , M r . W . H a l s t e a d . T h i s w a s a b i g event , and 
the r e s u l t w a s : 1st pr i ze , M u r t o n C o l l i e r y ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . A l e x . 
O w e n ) ; 2nd, S o u t h M o o r ( M r . W . H e a p ) ; 3 r d , H e w o r t h C o l H e r y 
( M r . W . H e a p ) ; 4 t h , S t . H d d a (Mr. J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; S t h , 
C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t ( M r . F . B r e w i s ) . 1st p r i z e i n the M a r c h C o n 
tes t to S t . H i l d a ; 2nd, S o u t h M o o r ; and 3 r d to B i r t l e y T o w n . 

T h e n e x t contest w a s at B r a n d o n C o l l i e r y on J u l y 17th. M a r c h 
a n d o w n choice Se le c t i on . J u d g e , M r . J . B r i e r . R e s u l t : 1st 
p r i z e , S t . H i l d a C o l l i e r y ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2nd, 
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S o u ^ D e r w e n t ( M r . J . A . ( i r e e n w o o d ) ; 3 r d , B r a n d o n C o l l i e r y ( M r . 
W . p . T u r n b u l l ) ; and 4 t h to R e d h e u g h C o l l i e r y . B r a n d o n w o n 
the ]\!larch Contes t . 

E v i d e n c e of the D r a w i n g P o w e r o f S t . J - l i lda 's . 

B e n w e l l Contes t ( J u l y 31s t ) w a s S t . H i l d a ' s n e x t appearance . 
T e s t - p i e c e " E c h o e s of E m p i r e . " J u d g e , M r . H . S m i t h . R e s u l t : 
1st p r i z e . F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y (Conduc to r , M r . J . O l i v e r ) ; 2nd, S t . 
H i l d a ( M r . J . x\ G r e e n w o o d ) ; 3 r d , B i r t l e y T o w n ( M r . J . H u g h e s ) . 
T h e u n s u c c e s s f u l compet i tors w e r e A s h i n g t o n S i l v e r Mode l , W e s t -
wood C o l H e r v , W i l l i n g t o n , D u n s t o n T e m p e r a n c e , P e r c y M a i n and 
T h r o c k l e y . 
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H e x h a m w a s the n e x t C(jntest ( A u g u s t 2 n d ) , and the jtidge 
w-as M r . J . W . A . E s k d a l e . T h e r e w e r e t w o Sec t i ons and a Anarch 
C o n t e s t ( a l l o w n cho i ce ) . R e s u l t ( S e c t i o n 1) : 1st, S p e n c e r ' s / S t e e l 
W o r k s ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . C. W a r d ) ; 2nd, P a l m e r ' s W o r k s ( M r . W . 
H o l d s w o r t h ) ; 3 r d , S o u t h M o o r ( M r . W . H e a p ) ; 4 t h , S t . H i l d a ( M r . 
J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) . H e t t o n , F e l l i n g , and H e x h a m also competed. 
( S e c t i o n 2 ) , 1st pr i ze , P a l m e r ' s W o r k s ; 2nd, S t H i l d a ; 3 r d , F e l l 
i n g C o l l i e r y ( M r . J . O l i v e r ) ; 4 th , H e t t o n . T h e M a r c h contest 
w a s w o n by S o u t h M o n r , and the 2nd w a s d iv ided b e t w e e n S t . 
H i l d a and S p e n c e r s ' . 

G r a n g e m o u t h Contes t w a s the n e x t event , and th i s took place 
on A u g u s t 7 th . T e s t - p i e c e , " O l d F a v o u r i t e s , " together w i t h a 
M a r c h Contes t ( o w n cho i ce ) . T h e J u d g e w a s M r . W . H a l s t e a d . 
R e s u l t : 1st p r i z e in both M a r c h and Se lec t i on , .St. H i l d a ( C o n 
ductor , M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2nd, S k i n n i n g r o v e M i n e r s ( M r . 
G e o r g e H a w k i n s ) ; 3 r d , C o c k e r t o n ( M r . R . H . C o o p e r ) . 

W e n o w a r r i v e a t the m o n t h of September , and as the band 
has entered the C r y s t a l P a l a c e G r a n d S h i e l d Sec t i on , t h e y are 
b u s y at the test -p iece , but s t i l l have t h e i r eyes fixed on three other 
contests before the g r e a t day in L o n d o n . K e l l o contest w a s on 
September 4 t h , and the M a r c h and S e l e c t i o n contests w e r e both 
o w n choice. J u d g e , M r . A . S i m p s o n . R e s u l t : 1st p r i z e d iv ided 
b e t w e e n S t . H i l d a and P P j u g h t o n - l e - S p r i n g ; 3 r d to B r a n d o n 
C o l l i e r y . 1st i n Q u i c k M a r c h . P l o u g h t o n ; 2nd, S t . H i l d a . S t . 
H i l d a B a n d j o u r n e y e d to the SHotton C o l l i e r y Contes t on the same 
day , and the r e s u l t of t h a t contest w a s : 1st, S t . H i l d a ( C o n d u c t o r , 
M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2nd, F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y ( M r . J . O l i v e r ) ; 3 r d , 
B i r l e y T o w n ( J u d g e , M r . J . F o s t e r ) . 

T h e l a s t contest at tended before t h e i r j o u r n e y to the C r y s t a l 
P a l a c e w a s at S tanhope on September 11th. T e s t - p i e c e , " E c h o e s 
of the E m p i r e , " and the judge , M r . J . W a l k e r , of B a t l e y . R e s u l t : 
1st p r i z e , S t . H i l d a (Conduc to r , M r . J . ,\ G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2nd, C l e v e 
land S t e e l w o r k s ( M r . T . W i n t e r ) ; 3 r d , M u r t o n C o l l i e r y ( M r . E . 
V e s t ) ; and 4 t h , F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y ( M r . J . O l i v e r ) . 

T h e band n o w sett led down for the g r e a t event at the C r y s t a l 
P a l a c e , and t h e i r who le energ ies w e r e devoted to h a r d i n d i v i d u a l 
and sec t i ona l w o r k i n p r e p a r a t i o n for M r . G r e e n w o o d ' s finishing, 
touches to the test -p iece , " R o b e r t D e v e r e u x . " T h e G r a n d S h i e l d 
S e c t i o n is the n e x t step to the Champion.ship, and n o t h i n g w a s le f t 
undone t h a t w a s possible to ach ieve i n w o r k i n g the test -p iece to 
as n e a r p e r f e c t i o n as w a s h u m a n l y possible at the hands of the 
bandsmen . T h e f a t e f u l eve h a d a r r i v e d , and the bandsmen set 
out w i t h g r e a t hopes of success . A r r i v i n g at the P a l l a c e , t h e y 
soon found t h a t the j u d g e s to s i t i n j u d g m e n t upon t h e i r p e r 
f o rmances w e r e M e s s r s . G e o r g e W a d s w o r t h and A l b e r t L a w t o n . 
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T h e r e w e r e 16; good c lass bands i n th i s compet i t i on , and a k e e n 
s t r u g g l e r e su l t ed , each band g i v i n g of i t s l)est. W h e n the r e s u l t s 
w e r e announced t h e y w e r e : 1st pr i ze and t i r a n d S h i e l d to S t . H i l d a 

L I E U T . H O R A C E G R E Y , C . B . A . 

M u s i c a l D i r e c t o r , 

C o l l i e r y (Conduc to r , M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d ) ; 2n(!. R a u n d s T e m p e r 
ance ( M r . W . H a l l i w e l l ) ; 3 r d , S l a i t h w a i t e ( M r , R . L o d g e ) ; 4 t h . 
B a r t o n C y c l e W o r k s ( M r . W . F T o l d s w o r t h ) . T h i s ^vas, indeed, a 
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g r e a t a ch ievement tor S t . i l i l d a , and the i r recept ion at Shields ' on 
t h e i r r e t u r n home w a s of an i m p o s i n g n a t u r e , as the bandsmen 
t h o r o u g h l y deserved t h e i r success . O n l y one more contest r e 
m a i n e d to be attended in 1909, and th is w a s at S o u t h Sh ie lds on 
D e c e m b e r 11th. T h e test -p iece w a s " D e r F r e i s c h u t z , " and the 
judge w a s M r . W . H a l s t e a d . E . e s u l t : 1st in both M a r c h and 
Se le c t i on to A t u r t o n C o l l i e r y ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . W . H a l l i w c l l ) ; 2nd 
i n both M a r c h and Se le c t i on to S t . H i l d a ( M r . J . A . ( I r e e n w o o d ) ; 
3 r d , S o u t h S h i e l d s G a r i b a l d i ( A i r . I \  I ' i n n i e ) ; and 4 l h to l-'ellinti-
C o l l i e r y ( M r . J . O l i v e r ) . 

T h e t o t a l p r i zes w o n by S t . H i l d a in 1909 w e r e 10 firsts, 6 
seconds, 1 t h i r d and 2 f our ths . C e r t a i n l y not bad for the second 
y e a r of the i r " b ig pusl i f o i ' w a r d , " and the people w e r e n o w be
g i n n i n g to find out tha t there w a s such a place as South Sh ie lds 
on the map. 

T h e y e a r 1910 brought in m a n y good engagements , and the 
band competed at a l l the local contests w i t h conspicuous success , 
but as I have brought t h e m through a l l t h e i r t roublous t i m e s , and 
the b e g i n n i n g of the i r r e a l c o n t e s t i n g career , it is needless to 
devote a n y m o r e t ime to these loca l events . T l i e band w e r e n o w 
el ig ib le to compete for the T h o u s a n d G u i n e a C h a l l e n g e T r o p h y , 
a n d — " n o t h i n g v e n t u r e , n o t h i n g have " — t h e y du ly t r a v e l l e d to the 
C r y s t a l P a l a c e under M r . J . A . G r e e n w o o d , but ^verc unplaced in 
the pr i ze l i s t . U n d a u n t e d , the band r e t u r n e d home al l the bet ter 
for t h e i r exper i ence a m o n g the " b i g g u n s " of tlie l i r a s s P.and 
W o r l d , but m o r e d e t e r m i n e d t h a n ever before to w r e s t l e t h a t 
tropl tv from the best of them at some f u t u r e period. T h e i r 
m i n d s w e r e made up on w i n n i n g that T r o p h y , and th is \\-as t h e i r 
chief des ire f o r t h w i t h . 

N o w comes the g r e a t e s t change in the h i s t o r y of th i s r e 
m a r k a b l e band. T h e y e a r 1911 brought to them a n e w b a n d 
m a s t e r , M r . J a m e s O l i v e r , f r o m the F e l l i n g C o l l i e r y B a n d , one of 
the f oremost y o u n g t e a c h e r s of the day, and a most success fu l con
t e s t i n g bandmaster . A n o t h e r t u r n i n g point in the same y e a r w a s 
the appo intment of M r . J a m e s S o u t h e r n as Solo T r o m b o n e , and 
the appo intment of A i r . A l f . C.rey as pro fess i ona l conductor . U n -
doubtedlv , the appointment of M r . O l i v e r w a s tlte rea l t u r n i n g -
point in t l ie dest in ies of the band, together ^ \ i t l ' that of ATr. 
S o u t h e r n , a l though n o t h i n g of v e r y great impor t ( j ccurred d u r i n g 
the first y e a r . 

A m o n g the m i n o r events of 1911 w e r e : 2nd i )r ize at AVest 
S t a n l e v ; 1st in the Se lec t i on at N o r t l i a l l e r t o n : 2n(l in ATarch and 
S e l e c t i o n at W a t e r h o u s e s . W e n o w a r r i v e at the great y e a r , 1912, 
w h i c h w i l l r e m a i n in the h i s t o r y of S t . H i l d a for a l l t ime . B e s i d e s 
m a n y local contests , the band appeared at t l ie B e l l e V n e J u l y 

T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S BAN^D-Cont inucd . 

contest , under A i r . A l f . Gre;, ' , and w o n 4t l i |)rize. ' idiev also 
at tended N o r t h a l l e r t o n Contes ton .Vugust 5th aga ins t s o m e ' o f ' t h e 
best old contestors in i M i g l a n d under A i r . ( i r e v . R e s u l t : 1st in 

AA'on b y S T . H I I J ) A ' , S l i A N O I - J v c T i m e . s . 

A f a r c h to AVyke T e m p e r a n c e ; 2nd, S t . H i l d a 1st in ' A l ' - ' i o n 
Hebden B r i d g e ; 2nd to S t . Jdi lda. 

A t Choppington Contes t , tmder A i r . l a m e s O l i v e r , on .August 
12th, S t . l i i l d a w o n both the A i a r c h and .Selection Contes t s . T h i s 
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" b u c k e d the band u p " for c o m i n g events at both the September 
B e l l e V u e and C r y s t a l P a l a c e contests . I n the m e a n t i m e , they 
engaged Mr. W . H a l l i w e l l , of W i g a n , as t h e i r p ro f ess i ona l t eacher 
— t h a n k s to the ef forts of M r . S o u t h e r n , wdiose energ ies as a 
c o m i n g m a n a g e r w a s observed . 

O n September 2nd , t h e y competed at B e l l e V u e under the i r 
n e w conductor , M r . H a l l i w e l l , and w o n 2nd pr i ze , w h i c h ' w a s a 
splendid pa th to the c o m i n g T h o u s a n d G u i n e a Cha l l enge T r o p h y 
C o n t e s t at the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , and a l though t i m e w a s v e r y shor t , 
t h e y w e n t home and began on the b i g tes t piece w i t h a v i e w to 
t r a v e l l i n g home f r o m the P a l a c e as w i n n e r s of the coveted t r ophy . 

Sep tember 26th , 1912, w a s the g rea t day at the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , 
a n d t w e n t y - f i v e of the finest bands and conductors of the B r i t i s h 
E m p i r e h a d entered the C h a m p i o n s h i p Sec t i on . T h e test -p iece 
w a s a dif f icult se lect ion f r o m R o s s i n i ' s " W i l l i a m T e l l , " a n d the 
judges w e r e L i e u t . C h a r l e s G o d f r e y , L i e u t . J . O r d P l u m e , and M r . 
G . H . M e r c e r . T h e compet i t i on w a s k e e n l y contested, and each 
p e r f o r m a n c e w a s l i s tened to by a packed and s i lent audience w h o 
seemed to devour e v e r y note that w a s p layed by the v a r i o u s bands. 
I t w a s e s t i m a t e d that there w a s n e a r l y 100,000 people present at 
the P a l a c e t h a t day , and not one v a c a n t seat could be found at t l ie 
e v e n i n g C o n c e r t , w h e n the r e s u l t of the w h o l e of the compet i t i ons 
w a s about to be announced . S t . H i l d a , h o w e v e r , k n e w t h e i r p e r 
f o r m a n c e h a d g i v e n t h e i r suppor ters g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n , and t h a t i t 
w o u l d be no g r e a t s u r p r i s e to t h e i r mos t severe opponents i f the 
N u m b e r w e n t up i n t h e i r f a v o u r . T h e c r u c i a l m o m e n t a r r i v e d , 
and the announcement w a s 1st p r i z e and the C h a m p i o n s h i p of 
G r e a t B r i t a i n and the Co lon ies , t ogether w i t h the m a n y other 
t rophies , and the T h o u s a n d G u i n e a C h a l l e n g e T r o p h y to S t . H i l d a 
B a n d f r o m S o u t h Sh ie lds , C o u n t y D u r h a m ( C o n d u c t o r , M r . W m . 
H a l l i w e l l ) . E a c h b a n d s m a n w a s also presented w i t h the B r o n z e 
M e d a l of the C r y s t a l P a l a c e C o m p a n y . 

E v e r y o n e t h r o u g h o u t the B r i t i s h E m p i r e now k n e w t h a t there 
w a s a place ca l l ed S o u t h Sh ie lds on the m a p of E n g l a n d . 

T h e band 's recept ion on t h e i r r e t u r n home to Sh ie lds w a s 
s i m p l y indescr ibable . M a y o r a l recept ions w e r e the order , and a l l 
w e n t w e l l f or the g r e a t band of " Geord ies " f r o m C o u n t y D u r h a m , 

N o w t h a t I h a v e b r o u g h t t h i s f a m o u s band to i t s first w i n of 
the g r e a t N a t i o n a l t r o p h y contest at the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , I need 
but cont inue f r o m w h a t I have a l r e a d y w r i t t e n c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r 
c a r e e r f r o m m y book, e n t i t l e d " F a m o u s B a n d s of the B r i t i s h 
E m p i r e , " w h i c h w i l l b r i n g t h e i r h i s t o r y up to the present , but 
before do ing so, I des ire to m e n t i o n t h a t the o r i g i n a l founder , M r . 
J o h n D e n n i s o n , w a s born at Sh ie lds i n 1840, and died there on 
J a n u a r y 14th, 1914, be loved and respected b y a l l . 
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T h e f o l l o w i n g — c o n t i n u i n g the h i s t o r y of the famous S t . H i l d a 
B a n d — i s f r o m the book, " F a m o u s B a n d s of the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , " 
b y A . E . Z e a l l e y and J . O r d Hume' . ( P u b l i s h e d by J . P . H u l l , 36, 
R a t h b o n e P l a c e , L o n d o n , W . I . , pr i ce 6 / - . : T h e S t . H i l d a C o l l i e r y 
B a n d (26 p e r f o r m e r s ) c l a i m s to be one of the v e r y finest b r a s s 
bands I n the k i n d o m . T h e i r c on tes t ing re cord subs tant ia tes t h i s . 
T h e y h a v e for the las t 14 y e a r s been mos t c o n s i s t e n t l y at the head 
of most of the b iggest 1)and compet i t i ons open to a l l c omers , such 
as the B e l l e V u e G a r d e n s , M a n c h e s t e r , and the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , 
L o n d o n , w h e r e t h e y h a v e the proud d i s t i n c t i o n of be ing the on ly 
band to commence t h e i r career in the j u n i o r sect ion , and w i n first 
p r i z e each success ive y e a r , u n t i l they w e r e a d m i t t e d Into the c h a m 
pionship c lass , w h i c h they w o n at the i r t h i r d a t t e m p t In the 1912-13 
event , be ing placed second the f o l l o w i n g y e a r 1913-14, the l a s t 
contest he ld at the C r y s t a l P a l a c e , w h i c h w a s abandoned o w i n g 
to the G r e a t W a r . 

A t t h i s point some m e m b e r s w e r e mobi l i sed , and s e v e r a l j o ined 
the fight for K i n g and C o u n t r y , w h i c h b r o u g h t the B a n d to a v e r y 
l o w ebb. T h e C o m m i t t e e now rea l i sed t h e y m u s t h a v e a go -
ahead S e c r e t a r y and M a n a g e r , and M r . S o u t h e r n accepted the 
p o s i t i o n ; and a f t e r the ou tbreak of the G r e a t W a r , the band 
decided to abandon c o m p e t i n g at band concer ts , and do a l l t h a t 
t h e y could for the v a r i o u s c h a r i t i e s . T h e y gave t h e i r serv i ces 
e n t i r e t y free on over a hundred occas ions , and w e r e I n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n r a i s i n g , d i r e c t l y and I n d i r e c t l y , over £13,000, t h i s In spite of t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g di f f i culty of " c a r r y i n g - o n " d u r i n g the W a r , as f o u r t e e n 
of t h e i r r e g u l a r p l a y i n g m e m b e r s s e r v e d I n P I . M . F o r c e s ( t e n 
o v e r s e a s ) , but a f a i r l y h i g h s t a n d a r d of eff ic iency w a s m a i n t a i n e d . 

A f t e r the A r m i s t i c e , the band w e r e f o r t u n a t e in g e t t i n g b a c k 
n e a r l y a l l t h e i r p l a y e r s , and r e - a s s e r t e d t h e i r f o r m e r s u p r e m a c y 
b y w i n n i n g the 1st p r i z e at the N o r t h of E n g l a n d M u s i c a l F e s t i v a l , 
he ld at L e a z e s P a r k , N e w c a s t l e , 28th J u n e , 1919—£40 i n c a s h ; the 
N e w c a s t l e C h r o n i c l e G o l d C u p v a l u e d at 200 g u i n e a s ; and specials 
f or so lo ists . 

T h e ad jud icator , M r . J . W e s t o n N i c h o l l , c ompl imented the 
w i n n e r s on t h e i r exce l l ent r e n d e r i n g of the test piece 
( T s c h a i k o w s k y ) . 

T h e n at the A s h i n g t o n open contest , on J u l y 26th , t h e y w o n 
t w o f i r s t p r i z e s , and specials for a l l the so lo is ts ( t e s t se lect ion , 
" O b e r o n . " ) 

A t S o u t h Sh ie lds C o n t e s t , J u l y 2 6 t h , the ad jud i cator , M r . J . 
O r d H u m e , a g a i n pub l i c l y c ompl imented the w i n n e r s ( S t . H i l d a ' s ) 
on t h e i r r e m a r k a b l y fine p l a y i n g , w h i c h w a s equal to a n y t h i n g 
he h a d h e a r d i n h i s w h o l e exper ience of band a d j u d i c a t i n g . 
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T h e season 1920 conmienced w i t h tlie l iand w i n n i n g the D u r h a m 
and N o r t h u m l i e r l a n d championsh ip contest at S u n d e r l a n d , ivaster 
M o n d a y . 

T h e n f o l l owed tlie w i n n i n g o f the 1,000 gu inea t rophy , m a n y 
spec ia l p r i zes and ( b e i n g f o r the second t i m e ) s i l v e r medals f o r 
each m e m b e r , at the C r } s t a l I ' a l a c e contest on 25th Septeml ier , 
one of the most popular w i n s on record . 

O u t of 20 com])et i tors in 1920, at ( i l a s g o w , they ga ined 1st 
pr i ze ( 6 0 - g u i n e a s l i i e k l ) f o r best dress and deportment . 

]"or season 1921 they succeeded in a r r a n g i n g a month ' s tour 
i n v a r i o u s p a r t s of l u i g l a n d , w i t h t remendous success, and a g a i n 
competed and w o n the C r y s t a l I ' a l a c e 1,000 gu inea t r o p h y and the 
C h a m p i o n s h i p of the B r i t i s h E m p i r e for the t h i r d t i m e : 1st p r i z e 
flOO cash and spec ia l gold meda ls to each m e m b e r — a record to 
be proud of. A d j u d i c a t o r ' s r e m a r l c s : T o n e , tune , t i m e , r ead ing , 
technique and express i on of the finest c u l t u r e . 

1922. Cont inuous t o u r s in m a n y i ) a r t s of E n g l a n d , w i t h 
phenomena l records at e v e r y ])lace v i s i t e d . A l s o w i n n e r s of the 
open compet i t i on and N e w c a s t l e ( "hronic lc Co ld C u p v a l u e d at 
£200 and £50 cash . 

1923. W i n n e r s ( f o r the t h i r d t i m e ) of N e w c a s t l e C h r o n i c l e 
G o l d Cup , and cont inued success fu l t ours . 

1924 w a s S t . H i l d a ' s mos t success fu l y e a r . T h e i r c<msistcnt 
records and t o u r i n g of E n g l a n d , S c o t l a n d , I r e l a n d and W a l e s , and 
I s l e of W i g h t , a g a i n m a r k e d t h e i r p o p u l a r i t y at e v e r y place v i s i t e d . 
T h e y a g a i n competed at C r y s t a l P a l a c e Contes t . 

T h e above famous l iand w o n the T h o u s a n d G u i n e a T r o p h y for 
the f o u r t h t ime , thereby s e t t i n g up a w o r l d ' s record . F o u r w i n s , 
one second, t w o f o u r t h s in seven consecut ive contests . T h i s is 
an a ch i evement of w h i c h S t . P l i lda ' s m a y w e l l be proud. 

O n th i s occasion the C r y s t a l P a l a c e contest w a s v i s i t e d w i t h 
m o r e t h a n u s u a l i n t e r e s t . O u r cous ins f r o m the O v e r s e a s 
D o m i n i o n s , N e w c a s t l e S t e e l W o r k s ( A u s t r a l i a ) , w e r e a m o n g the 
e n t r a n t s . P r e v i o u s to th i s contest they had c a r r i e d a l l before 
t h e m . H a v i n g met and beaten a l l our l ead ing contest bands, 
S t . P l i l d a ' s , there f o re , became E n g l a n d ' s on ly hope of r e t a i n i n g 
the ashes . H o w t h e y rose to the occas ion , g i v i n g one of the 
mos t i n s p i r e d p e r f o r m a n c e s ever h e a r d f r o m a n y band, w i l l becfHne 
b r a s s band h i s t o r y . 

T o the credi t of the A u s t r a l i a n s , be i t sa id , they admit ted 
defeat . T h e i r bandmaster , in a l e t t e r of c cmgratu la t i on to M r . 

•Ol iver , s a y s : " S u c c e s s j u s t l y deserved . " 
A d j u d i c a t o r ' s r e m a r k s : " A huge t r i tunph in a r t i s t i c p l a y i n g . " 
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F A C T S and F I G U R E S . 

T h e band is one of the finest b r a s s bands i n the U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m , and are w i n n e r s of 80 first p r i zes , 11 chal lenge cups, and 
a n d 150 spec ia l p r i zes . 

T h e band has g i v e n five R o y a l C o m m a n d per f o rmances . 
T h e y h a v e r a i s e d over £13,000 for c h a r i t y . 
F i n e s t toned band i n the c o u n t r y . - -V ide P r e s s . 
V a l u e of p r i zes w o n , over £10,000. 
E a c h m e m b e r of the band is a gold and s i l v e r m e d a l l i s t . 

S t . H i l d a has been offered a M e d i t e r r a n e a n and w o r l d tour . 
T h e y have a l r e a d y t a k e n par t in I m p e r i a l E x h i l i i t i o n s in the 

Co lon ies w i t h co lossa l success . 

L i e u t . P lorace G r e y , C . B . A . , is the conductor , w h i l s t Mr. J a m e s 
S o u t h e r n is the energe t i c s e c r e t a r y and sole m a n a g e r , to whose 
u n t i r i n g w o r k a g r e a t deal of the success of the band is due. 

T R O P H I E S W O N 
by the F a m o u s St. Hi lda 's Band 

include— 

1,000 guinea trophy and championship, C r y s t a l Palace , 1912, 1920, 
1921, 1924, and 1926; N e w b u r n Cup, 1907, 1908; Junior Cup, C r y s t a l 
P a l a c e (3rd section) , 1908; G r a n d Shield, C r y s t a l P a l a c e (2nd 
sect ion) , 1909; G r a n g e t o w n Cup, 1909, 1910, won outright, 1911; 
H u n t Shield, 1911, 1922; Association Cup, 1911, 1920; B ir t ley Cup, 
1911, 1912, w o n outright 1913; D a i l y Te legraph , 1913, 1922; 
Chronicle Gold Cup ( N e w c a s t l e ) , 1919, 1920; D u r h a m and Nor
thumberland Championship, 1920, 1921; B e e v e r 60 guinea Shield 
(dress and deportment) , 1920. 

M u c h of the p r e s e n t - d a y success of th is f amous band is due to 
t h a t splendid s e c r e t a r y and sole m a n a g e r — M r . J a m e s S o u t h e r n . 
M r . S o u t h e r n is a w e l l - k n o w n p e r s o n a l i t y , and his f jusiness c a p a c i t y 
is thorough to a degree. T h r o u g h h is i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y the band 
possess a t o u r i n g c h a r a b a n c w h i c h is bu i l t to c a r r y e v e r y t h i n g that 
w i l l be r equ i red by the band on a t w o or three m o n t h s ' t o u r ! T h e 
car o r i g i n a l l y cost t w o thousand guineas , and it w a s paid for . i n 
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F I F T Y B R I G H T A N D N O V E L T Y 
P I E C E S F O R P O P U L A R I T Y . 

T O B R I T I S H B A N D S . — A u d i e n c e s today w a n t to 
be e n t e r t a i n e d w i t h more cheery m u s i c ! 

B r a s s B a n d s w a n t more f r e s h , b r i g h t and n o v e l t y 
i t e m s for th is p u r j x i s e ! 

H e r e is a selected l i s t of 50 sucl i pieces a l l r eady for 
i m m e d i a t e pract i ce , for the cont ing 'season, eacli an encore 
w i n n e r ! 

(Bl IXTKoni-rnON A K J ) M . ^ I U I I FROM " W I L L I A M ' I ' E I . I , " Umsim 
(1)1 M A R C i r F R O M •• T A N N U A U S K I t •• W a g n e r 
( B l I N T E R M E Z Z O — " C I R C L E " M . B U t o n 
( H ) F O X - T R O T — " G O O D M , ( 3 H T , M Y J J A l l T . l N O " j ) P r v o r 
( B l V A T . S E — " M B M O l n E K O E S T R A U S S " S l i r a i i s s 
( R l S E R E K A D E — " E D E L W E I S S " S . \ V . O r d H u m e 
( A ) H t l M O R E S Q T J E — " L A S S I E S A N D L A ] ) S " A . T r u m a n 
( A ) F A N T A S T A — " A S A m O R ' S L I F E " S . C c i p e 
I C I V A T , S K — • • T H E ( i K A F E N B E R C K R " C u n t : ! 
( C ) V A L S E — " F O R O E T - M E - N O T " s. C o p i ' 
( C I C O R N E T S O L O — " T A R A N T O " W i n d s o r 
( C I . D A N C E S U I T E — " P A S T O R A L S C F , N E S " J D i i r a n t 
(O) P O T P O T j R R I — " M B R R I E L A N D " M v e r s 

(C) C O R N E T S O L O S •••;;;;) G . I l a w k i n . 

( C l W A T . T Z — • • B T . l i E 1 1 A N U B K " S t r a u s s 
((•) r O R N K T S O L O " T H E W A R R I O R " W i n d s o r 
( C ) C O R N E T S O L O — " A L P I N E E C H O E S " W i n d s o r 
( C l F A N T A S I A - " A M I L I T A R Y C I I U R C n P . M f A D E " H u m e 
( E l G A V O T T E — " M I G N O X " T h o m a s 
( E l C O U N T R Y D A N C E — " H A R V E S T E R S " S . C o p e 
( K i C O R N E T P O L K A — " F , - \ S ( : i N A T r O N •• G. H a w k i n s 
( E l D E S C R I P T I V E — " T H E V I L L A G E S M I T H Y " S . C o p e 
( E ) O N E S T E P — " W E E G R E N A D I E R " T G r a l i a m 
( E ) O N E S T E P — " P I P E R ' S W E D D I N G " K . T h a y n e 
( E l D A N C E S — " T H R E E H U N G A R I A N " , 1 . B r a b m s 
( E l P A T R O L — " O U R B A N D P A R A D E " N . H o r r v 
( E l C O M M U N I T Y S O N G S - N o . 1 V a r i o u s 
( E l ( ' O M M U N I T Y ' S O N G S — N o . 2 V a r i o u s 
( E l T A L S E — " D O N A U W E L L E N " I v a n o T J o i 
( E l G A V O T T E — " L O N D O N T O W N " M H i l t o n 
( E l T R O M B O N E D U E T — " T H E T R O C B . A D O G R R " . . . G . H a w k i n s 
( K i C O R N E T D U E T — " T H E M E R R Y M . A K E I I S " G . H a w k i n s 
( i : i V \  R E — " D R E A M L A N D " S . C o p e 
( B l S P A N I S H D A N C E — " L A B , \ L L E R I N A " A . O a l d i c u t t 
( E l R I : R A L S C E N E S — " M A Y D A Y - R E V E L S ' - S . C o p e 
( E l E N T l t ' A C T E — " B E L L S A T E V E N T I D E " S . C o p e 
( E l G A V O T T E — " T H E B E L L S O P B I M I G E S " B . D u v s e u 
( E l M I N i T E T — " L O N D O N S Y M P H O N Y " H a y d n 
( E l F . A N T A S Y — " I N T H E A R A B C A M P " A . V . M a y 
( E l E N T R ' A C T E — " B E L L S O F S T . M A R T I N S " P . A n d r e w s 
( E l E N T R ' A C T E — " . \ R G E N T I N A " D o n G o m e z 
( E l D E S C R I P T I V E — " A S T t T D E N T ' S N I G H T O U T " S . C o p e 
( E l V A L S E I N T E R M E Z Z O — " L O V E R ' S G A L L " S . M v c r s 
( E l T I U M O H E S O U K - . " W E N T T O M O W " A . B a n k s 
( E l D E R C R I P T I V E — " T H E M T L T , I N T E E D A L E " S . C o p e 
( E l M O R C E A r — ' • A P A G A N R O M A N C E " T . W . B . F o r d 
( E l I D Y L L — " I N T H E A B B E Y C L O S E ' T . N e w I ) o l d 
( E l M O R C E A U — " T H E P E . X G U I N S ' P . V 1 ' \ D E " T . D u r a n t 
( E l C O R N E T D U E T — T H E A I A R I O N E T T E S " W i n d s o r 
(V.I I N T E R M E Z Z O — " T H E C A I , L O ' T H E D A W N " . D . P r v o r 

( A ) N u m b e r s — B a n d of 20, 6 / - ; E x t r a s , 4d. ( B ) 5 / - ; 3d. 
( C ) 4 / 6 ; 3d. ( D ) 2 /6 ; I R ( E ) 2 / 3 ; I R 

R. SMITH & CO. LTD., 210, Strand, London, W.C.2. 



T H E H I S T O R Y O F S T . H I L D A ' S BAND—Continued . 

t r a v e l l i n g expenses alone, in a l i t t l e o\er t w e l v e m o n t h s ! M r . 
S o u t h e r n prac t i ca l ! } - " l i ves f o r tl ie band , " ;uid to h i m there is no 
other band t o compare v . i i h ,St. l i i l d a , a n d he is about r i g h t in his 
keen e s t i m a t i o n of Itis f e l low l iandsri ien. l i e is h i m s e l f one of the 
foremost troml)one p l a } e r s i n the Vi 'orld of b r a s s band and m u s i c , 
and is alwa3-s in attendance w h e r e v e r t l ie band m a y be engaged. 

M r . W i l l i a m l l a l l i w e ] ! i s the i i r o f esss i ona l teaclu-r o f th is 
f amous band. T h i s gcnt lernan i s so w e l l knoA\-n t h a t t l i c r e need 
be no more said about h i m , o n l } ' that S t . 1 l i l da must h a v e the best 
t u i t i o n possible, and that i s \\hy M r . l l a l l i v \ e l l is the pro fess i ona l 
conductor of S t . H i l d a ' s T.and ; " T h e Champion B r a s s B a n d of the 
B r i t i s h E m p i r e . " 

T h e s t o r y of S t . ] l i lda ' s I ' a n d w i n n i n g tlte T h o t i s a n d G u i n e a 
C h a l l e n g e T r o p h y for the fifth t i m e , on S a t u r d a y , Sei>tember 25th , 
1926, is w e l l - k n o w n t h r o u g h the c iv i l i s ed w o r l d , and need not be 
f u r t h e r c omiucnted u])oii here , but m e r e l y to say that m u c h (.)f th is 
splendid success w a s due t o tlte magni f i cent ton; i l qua l i t i es of the 
band, a t r i u m p h of a r t i s t i c ta lent . 

[ " S C O R I N G FOR BRASS BAND" 
B y D E N I S W R I G H T ( M u s . B a c , D u n e i m ) , 

Price 4/6 Net 
F i r s t E d i t i o n published A p r i l , 1935. 

T h i s i s ; i c i i n i p v f l u l i s i w l ) o ( . ]< i K ' a l i n . L ; f u l l y w i l l i t l i i ' L : t ' i i i ' i ' ; d 

] i r i i i c i i i U s Mi l s c i i r i i i g \\iv ' . l i e l i r ; , s s l i r a i i l . M a i i > - i i u i s i c i i l u \ : i i i i ] i l r . s 

f r o m ] ) i i l ) l i . s ] ! V ( l s c o i T s < i re i l l i i s t r a l i ' d , w l i u ' l i w i l l r . \ ] ) l a i ' i a p o i i i l f a r 

b c t t r r ( l i u i i a n y w r i t t e n w o r d ? . 

I t i s j i i s l t i l l ' l i o o k w h i c h l i a s I H T I I l o u t ; l o o k e d f o r b y l l i ( n i s a . i i d s 

o f l i a i i d a n d O r c l i c s t r u l ( " o i i d u c h i i s , ( ' o i i i p o s i r s , S l u d c n t s , I n s l r i i -

n i c n t a l i s t s . e t c . 

C o l i y r i . u l i t 1 ' ) , ) .^ 

30SHUA DUCKWORTH LIMITED. 
Music Pr inters and Publishers , 

C O L N E , L a n c a s h i r e , E n g l a n d . 

" P r o t o t y p e " 

B R I T A I N ' S 
B E S T 
B A ^ ) D 

I N S T U U M E I V T S 
1 I I : i 7 

Used exclusively by the famous 

S T . H I L D A ' S B A N D 
throughout their record breaking 

contesting career. 

S T A M I O P E P L A C E 

M A R B L E A R (; I I 

L O N D O N : W . 2 



CHAPPELL'S 
POPULAR SELECTIONS 

'Viennese Memories of Lehar' 
'Jerome Kern Melodies' 

'Conversation Piece' 'Ball at the Savoy' 
'Gavaioade' 'Wild Violets' 'Lilac Time' 
'Bitter Sweet' 'The Desert Song' 
'Rose Marie' 'Merrie England' 

I 'No, No, Nannette' 'White Horse Inn' 
'Waltzes from Vienna' 'Student Prince' 
'Noel Coward Melodies' 'Show Boat' 

'A Musical Comedy Switch' 
'A Musical Comedy Waltz Concoction' 

'Sweethearts of Yesterday,' etc. 

The above Selections may be had for Piano Solo, 
each 2^6 He*' 

CHAPPELL & CO. LTD., 
50, NEW BOND S T . , LONDON, W. 1. 

AND ALL MUSIC SELLERS. 

T h i s speaks 
for itself / ^ 

n4«?Hl-= 

A sure sign of satisfaction! 
A R E P E A T O R D E R F O R 1935 S E A S O N . 

F O D E N S 
T H E P R E S E N T W O R L D ' S C H A M P I O N S , 

have again entrusted their order to us. 

We satisfy the Champions — let os satisfy you. 

T H E B & H U N I F O R M S E R V I C E 

2 9 5 . R E G E N T S T R E E T . L O N D O N , W . I . 



SUPERLATIVE HYMN TUNES! 
P l a y e d at request by St . Hi lda 's B a n d . 

" D E E P H A R M O N Y " 
a n d i t s c o m p a n i o n H y m n T u n e s c c n t a i n i e d i n t h e " Detep 
H a r m o n y H y m n a r y , " C o n v i n c i n g e v i d e n c e o f thie w c r d e r f u l 
m e r i t s of t h e s e c o m p o s i t i o n s is p r o V e d by the f a c t t h a t t h e s e 
t u n e s (are b e i n g usied a t m o s t of t h e p r i n c i p a l B a n d F e s t i v a l s 
a s C O N T E S T P I E C E S , a l s o a * M A S S E D B A N D , 
C O N C E R T a n d B R O A D C A S T i t e m s . 

T H E 

" D E E P HARMONY HYMNARY" 
i s a n e l e g a n t b o o k e d i t i o n c o n t a i n i n g D e e p H a r m o n y , L a v i n i a , R c ^ s i n i , 
M o r n i n g t o n , D e n t o n P a r k , S u n s e t , G r a c e , H u t t o n , K i n g s t o n a n d m a n y 

o t h e r s i m i l a r r i c h i n s p i r i n g H y m n T u n e s . 

P r i c e 1/6 f r o m M u s i c D e a l e r s , o r 1/8 p o s t f ree f r o m t h e p u b l i s h e r s . 

B R A S S B A N D S E R I E S No. 1, No. 2 & No. 6 
c o n t a i n s a l l t h e H y m n T u n e s i n c l u d e d i n t h e D e e p H a r m o n y H y m n a r y 

s p e c i a l l y a r r a n g e d b y A . B r o a d h e a d . 
N o . 1 S e t c o n t a i n s D e e p H a r m o n y ^ . SunrJet , R o s s i n i , L a v i n i a , S h i p l e y . 
N o . 2 S e t c o n t a i n s D e n t o n P a r k , P r a i - i e , H u t t o n ^ G r a c e , H k l e y , V e s p e r . 
N o . 6 S e t c o n t a i n s M c r n i n g t o n , W i n d h i i l , V / c s t o n P a r k , S t . J o h n ' s 

K i n g s t o n . 

N o . 5 land N o . 7 S e r i e s c o n t a i n s H y m n T u n e s b y t h e l a t e J . O r d H u m ' C 
w h i c h h e c l a i m e d to be h i s b e s t h y m n t u n e c o m p o s i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g 

t h e A n g e l ' s H y m n , S t a r b a n k , E u g e n i e a n d o t h e r s . 

N o , 3 a n d N o . 4 S e r i e s c o n t a i n s H y m n T u n e s b y w e l l - k n o w n c o m p o s e r s , 
i n c l u d i n g S t . M a r g a r e t a n d o t h e r s . 

N o . S a n d 9 S e r i e s c o m p r i s e H y m n T u n e s c c m p o s . e d a n d a r r a n g e d b y 
M r . F r a n k W r i g h t , of A u s t r a l i a n f a m e , l a t a M u s i c a l D i r e c t o r 
of t h e r e n o w n e d S t . H i l d a ' s B a n d . 

E a c h S e t c o n t a i n s 24 p a r t s ( n o d r u m s ) . P r i c e 2 /9 p o s t f r e e . 

( i r u i i u i i i r k i ' C i i n l s o f l l u ' S . ' f a i i H u i s l U i i i n T i i i u s l i . ' u r i i K u K ' 

S t , l l i l . h i ' s l ; ; i n d . 

S o l e P u b l i s h e r s a n d C o p y r i g h t O w n e r s : 

Joshua Duckworth, Limited 
C O L N E , L A N C A S H I R E , E n g l a n d . 

E V E R Y B A N D S M A N 
W H E T H E R I N R R A S . S B A N ] ) 
M I L I T A R Y P . A N D O R O R C H I ' S T R A ' 
S H O U L D K E E P I N T O U C H W I T H . . . . 

FELDMAN PUBLICATIONS 
A N D , I N P A R T I C U L A R , F E L D M A N ' S 
. S U R S C R T P T T O N C L U R S F O R T i l ] ' . S U P P L Y 
O F P O P U L A R M U S I C O F A L L K I N D S . 

EDUCATIONAL MUSIC 
I S A L S O A S T R O N G L I N E O F T H E 
F E L D M A N H O U S I % T H E I R T U T O R S , 
M A N U A L S , E T C . , R E I N G C O M P I L E D B Y 
M E N R I G H T I N T l l l < : F O R I ' . l ' R O N T 0 1 ' 
T H E I R P R O F E S S I O N . 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE 
Y O U M U S T K E E P O N F E L D M A N I S I N G . 
W R I T E T O U S F O R F U L L P A R T I C U L A R S 
O F T H E M U S I C A L P U B L I C A T I O N S Y O U 
A R E M O S T I N T E R E S T E D I N - C L A S S I C A L , 
S E M I - C L A S S I C A L , P O P U L A R , E T C . , A N D 

DON'T FORGET TO ASK 
F O R P A R T I C U L A R S O F O U R B R A S S 
B A N D S U B S C R I P T I O N C L U R , O R C l I I v S -
T R A L S U B S C R I P T I O N C L U R , P I A N O 
S O L O S U B S C R I P T I O N C L U R . 

B. F E L D M A N & Co. , 
125-127-129, Shaftsbury Avenue, London, W. C. 2. 


